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It has com

e to our attention that cops
involved in trying to kill our M

O
V

E
 fam

ily on A
ugust 8,

1978 w
ere recently given aw

ards for dem
onstrating valor

and bravery on that day (Stu B
ykofsky's D

aily N
ew

s arti-
cle follow

s).  T
here is absolutely no bravery, no valor in

cops that adm
itted to trying to kill innocent M

O
V

E
 m

en,
w

om
en, babies, and anim

als.  T
hese are cops that actual-

ly testified to em
ptying their guns into corners of the

basem
ent of our house w

here they heard babies crying,
reloading their guns and em

ptying them
 again in the

direction of crying babies.  T
hese are cops that attacked

our unarm
ed brother, D

elbert A
frica, as he cam

e out of
our house and beat him

 alm
ost to death for no reason at

all except to vent their sadism
 and racism

.  Police offi-
cials blatantly lied and denied the attack on D

elbert but it
w

as caught on cam
era by a new

s team
, so they w

ere
exposed for not only being vicious but also for being
liars.  R

ight after this vicious attack on M
O

V
E

 people
and as a direct result of it, the U

.S. Justice D
epartm

ent

M
O

V
E

W
E
B
S
I
T
E

w
w
w
.onam

ove.com

N
E

V
E

R
 FO

R
G

E
T 1985!  N

O
W

 IS
 TH

E
 TIM

E
 TO

 FR
E

E
 TH

E
 M

O
V

E
 9!

S
end stam

ps, phone cards, K
inko’s copy

cards or donations to help w
ith the high

cost of P
hone calls, copies and m

ailing

S
end donations directly to the

M
O

V
E

 N
ine for postage, photo copy-

ng, and to pay for their pre-paid calls
To send them

 donations, you m
ust

send m
oney orders only. (adresses

on page 9)

W
rite  to different new

s m
edia/papers in

your 
area, 

in 
P

hiladelphia 
and 

in 
the

papers near the prisons w
here the M

O
V

E
N

ine are being held dem
anding justice for

M
O

V
E

. 

E
ncourage B

ookstores and/or organizations
to

buy our book “25 Years O
n the M

O
V

E
” in

bulk at a discounted rate so that M
O

V
E

 in
fo

s a
va

ila
b

le
 in

 yo
u

r a
re

a
. 

*A
rrange 

speaking 
engagem

ents 
for

R
am

ona A
frica or other M

O
V

E
 m

em
bers. 

*W
rite, F

ax, C
all the follow

ing: 
*G

o
v

e
rn

o
r E

d
 R

e
n

d
e

ll  
225 M

ain C
apitol B

ldg., 
H

arrisburg, P
enna. 17120

*D
.A

. Lynn A
braham

 
1421 A

rch S
treet, P

hila., P
A

19107
Tel: (215) 686-8700 
*M

ayor John S
treet 

C
ity H

all P
hiladelphia, P

A
19107

Tel: (215) 686-3000 
D

em
and an investigation into the unjust

im
prisonm

ent of innocent M
O

V
E

 m
em

-
bers!

*O
rganize 

fund 
raisers 

like 
m

usical
benefits, dinners, drives, etc. to help
pay for organizing activities and to pay
for the fight to free the M

O
V

E
 N

ine. 

*S
tart a chapter of F

riends of M
O

V
E
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a
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M
arylan

d
A

m
eejill W

hitlock/ 
am

eejill@
hotm

ail.com
(B

altim
ore)

S
abrina G

reen/
freem

ove9m
um

ia@
hot-

m
ail.com

(G
lenn B

urnie)

M
ich

ig
an

A
bayom

i A
zikiw

e/
ac6123@

w
ayne.edu

(D
etroit)

N
ew

 Yo
rk

O
rie Lum

um
ba/ 

lum
um

ba170@
aol.com

(B
rooklyn)

A
nne Lam

b/
m

ateare@
w

orldnet.att.n
et (B

ronx)
S

uzanne R
oss/

suzannew
ross@

aol.com
(N

ew
 York C

ity)

U
pstate N

ew
 Yo

rk
Leslie jones &

 Jason
C

orw
in/

info@
youth4m

um
ia.org

(Ithaca)

O
reg

o
n

B
renton G

licker/ 
breakthechains02@

yah
oo.com

 (E
ugene)

P
en

n
sylvan

ia
Tiffany R

obbins/ 
friendsofm

ove@
aol.com

(C
hester)

F
atirah A

ziz/ 
litestar01@

aol.com
(P

hiladelphia)
D

enise G
arner/ 

sw
eetydjazz@

verizon.n
et (H

arrisburg)

Texas
C

hrishon B
ell X

/
africaonam

ove@
yahoo.

com
 (H

ouston)

W
est V

irg
in

ia
S

andy &
 Jam

es E
vans/

redoctober008@
adel-

phia.net(M
organtow

n)

M
ain

e
D

an C
hard/pvg@

rise-
up.net (P

ortland)

C
alifo

rn
ia

R
icardo A

lvarez/ 
ricardoalvarez@

m
nhc.c

om
 (S

an F
ran.)

R
aekw

onM
uenda/

raekm
@

aol.com
(S

acram
ento)

D
onna W

allach/
dbw

all@
earthlink.net

(S
an Jose)

N
ew

 Jersey
K

evin, M
aiga, E

llie &
B

ob/
sjfriendsofm

ove@
hot-

m
ail.com

 (P
ennsauken)

D
elaw

are
S

andy Jones/ sandra-
joyjones@

com
cast.net

(W
ilm

ington)
M

arpessa &
 Jahfree

K
upendua/

nattyreb@
com

cast.net
W

ilm
ington)

S
pain

F
rancesc A

rnau/
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hotm
ail.co

m
 (B
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B
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m

P
eter Terryn/

pterryn@
yahoo.com

(B
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F
ran

ce
C
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fre

e.fr (P
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M
arina R
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ski/free-
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yahoo.fr 

(C
lerm
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uvelard N

icholas/ 
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zech
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obkow

ski/
bbobkow

ski@
yahoo.co

mU
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 K

in
g
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m
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G
erm
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M
ichael S
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m
ikschiff@
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indicted the Philadelphia Police D
epartm

ent for vicious-
ness.  Police C

om
m

issioner Sylvester Johnson issued these
aw

ards w
hile apologizing for it taking so long (28 years)

for them
 to be recognized.  U

nderstand som
ething, these

aw
ards w

ere given to 9
cops from

 the M
O

V
E

 9's case,
including tw

o of the four cops captured on film
 viciously

beating our brother D
elbert A

frica, this is definitely delib-
erate and not a coincidence.  T

hey're sending a m
essage,

planning a so-called strategy.  Stu B
ykofsky says that he

know
s if there w

ere allegations of police m
isconduct that

day it w
ouldn't have taken 28 years to put the cops on trial.

W
hat planet is B

ykofsky living on?  V
ery few

 cops are
ever even put on trial for police brutality.  C

ase in point,
D

istrict A
ttorney (now

 G
overnor) E

d R
endell refused to

prosecute the cops that w
ere seen

on
film

beating our
brother D

elbert on A
ugust 8th.  W

hen M
O

V
E

 refused to
be quiet about it and consistently pushed the issue, R

endell
said he couldn't identify the cops from

 the film
.  W

hen
D

elbert identified the cops by nam
e, R

endell still took
m

ore than a year to file charges against these cops, and
then he only filed charges of "official repression," not
"attem

pted m
urder" or even "aggravated assault."  T

he pre-
siding judge of this farce of a trial, Stanley K

ubaki, never
even allow

ed the jury to decide the case; he
acquitted the

cops of all charges him
self.  In the M

ay 13, 1985 govern-
m

ent bom
bing of M

O
V

E
 w

here babies, w
om

en, m
en, and

anim
als w

ere burned alive and shot to death to prevent any
escape from

 the fire, not one single official w
as ever

charged w
ith anything.  W

hen our sister, R
am

ona A
frica,

the only adult to survive that vicious attack filed a federal
civil suit against these officials and got a verdict in our
favor, the presiding judge, L

ouis Pollak, over-ruled the
jury and granted "im

m
unity" after

the
verdictto the only

tw
o individual defendants that had not already been grant-

ed im
m

unity-the police com
m

issioner and the fire com
m

is-
sioner.  O

nce again B
ykofsky is exposed for just being a

butt-kisser for this rotten system
 because he's a journalist

and know
s

about these exam
ples and countless

m
ore

that
w

e don't even know
 about, yet he m

ade the asinine rem
ark

about cops being put on trial for police m
isconduct.  T

he
issue of w

hy it took so long to recognize these cops is
raised by Police C

om
m

issioner Johnson and B
ykofsky but

w
as not answ

ered so M
O

V
E

 w
ill answ

er it.  T
hese cops

w
ere not aw

arded before because this governm
ent did not

w
ant to call attention to this m

assive injustice and raise
even m

ore questions that it couldn't answ
er w

ithout indict-
ing itself.  M

O
V

E
 w

ill also tell you w
hy system

 officials
are focusing on these cops now

, giving them
 aw

ards for
bravery now

.  For those of you that don't already know
, the

M
O

V
E

 9 are com
ing up for parole soon (2008), and offi-

cials w
ant to vilify

M
O

V
E

, label us as violent, as cop-
killers w

hile labeling the cops as heroic victim
s in order to

try to build a case against the M
O

V
E

 9 being paroled,
that's all this is really about.  T

he M
O

V
E

 9 have been in
prison for alm

ost thirty years for a crim
e that they didn't
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m
it, a crim

e that officials know
they

didn't com
m

it, and now
 they're m

ounting a
cam

paign to keep
M

O
V

E
 in prison.  T

here
is absolutely no reason w

hy the M
O

V
E

 9
should not be paroled (they never should
have been sent to prison in the first place)
and that's another reason for these official
theatrics.  T

hey have no valid reason to
deny M

O
V

E
 parole so they're trying to turn

public sentim
ent against us by praising the

cops, generating sym
pathy for the cops and

defam
ing M

O
V

E
.  T

hey're starting a cam
-

paign against the M
O

V
E

 9 and the M
O

V
E

fam
ily ain't gonna sit by quietly and w

atch
this vicious plot unfold w

ithout exposing it
for w

hat it is.  A
nytim

e these officials com
e

w
ith these offensive tactics w

e're com
ing

right back at 'em
 and exposing them

 in
defense of our fam

ily.  Stay alert because
w

e expect m
ore of these deceptive and

pathetic tactics from
 officials as the year

2008 gets closer.  T
his is just the beginning.
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O

V
E
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is h

ig
h

ly in
 d

e
m

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 n
o

w
 a

va
il-

a
b

le
 fo

r p
u

rch
a

se
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r to

u
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g
 film

fe
stiva
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d
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n

in
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a
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s in
te

rn
a

-
tio

n
a

lly th
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 d
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To 
quote 

JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

,
quote, “W

hen you understand
the principle

of freedom
 you

are intolerant of anything
that

threatens 
freedom

, 
W

hen
people are jailed freedom

 is
threatened and everybody in
this system

 is in jail, including
the jailer, and the people that
p ay

the jailer. . . F
or you see

it is im
possible to com

m
it a

person 
to 

the 
burden 

of
prison 

w
ithout 

com
m

itting
yourself

to the prisoning bur-
den of keepin

that person, in
prison,” end quote
L

O
N

G
L

IV
E

JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

!

To quote, JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

,
quote, “W

ater do not believe
in prison, w

ater is the pow
er

of LIF
E

, for w
ater flow

 w
ith

the freedom
 of LIF

E
, nobody

can stop the pow
er of free-

dom
, this is w

hy nobody w
ill

stop the pow
er of M

O
V

E
,”

end quote, 
L

O
N

G
L

IV
E

JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

!

M
O

V
E

G
u

id
elin

es

E
ditor’s N

ote

O
n the M

O
V

E
!  T

his new
sletter is an organizing tool.  W

e ask that it is copied and distrib-
uted w

idely.  T
he fight for political prisoners is key to all liberation struggles.  N

ot only do
w

e need our incarcerated brothers and sisters on the streets beside us, but w
e have spent too

m
uch tim

e and too m
any resources supporting prison com

m
issary, visiting costs, and raising

children w
ho need their im

prisoned parents.  F
ighting for political prisoners exposes

exploitation of our com
m

unity by the prison industrial com
plex w

hile illum
inating the issues

that w
ere deem

ed so threatening that this system
 felt com

pelled to incarcerate these freedom
fighters.  A

s w
e fight for political prisoners w

e continue teaching the lessons P
P

s felt m
ost

passionate about.  F
ighting for the M

O
V

E
9 m

andates explaining M
O

V
E

 L
aw

, the belief in
the absolute priority of L

IF
E

.  B
attling for M

um
ia A

bu Jam
al dem

ands telling his story of
accurately reporting on M

O
V

E
, police brutality, and all injustices.

T
his issue is laid out to first introduce the reader to the current attacks on the M

O
V

E
9,

ranging from
 P

hiladelphia’s honoring of the m
urderous cops involved in the attack of 1978,

to B
ykofsky’s m

edia cam
paign against them

.  T
hen, m

em
bers of the M

O
V

E
 9 explain their

case in further detail.  W
e’ve also included statem

ents from
 other political prisoners current-

ly battling the parole boards to continue solidarity w
ith these brothers and sisters.  (T

hanks
to the Jericho M

ovem
ent for organizing these statem

ents.)  T
hese issues, as explained in this

new
sletter, are not isolated to M

O
V

E
.  P

arole is yet another tool used by this system
 to fur-

ther exploit and oppress the people.  R
ight now

 w
e have an opportunity to create a strategic,

nation-w
ide m

ovem
ent m

andating parole and/or clem
ency for all our political prisoners.  A

s
Janet A

frica, and m
any other authors explain, parole and other prison policies are not lim

it-
ed in their im

pact soleley to inm
ates.  T

hey obviously affect those close to them
, but m

ore-
over, are testing tools that later are applied to all people.  P

arole is a barom
eter to see how

m
uch people w

ill tolerate from
 this system

.  W
e have an opportunity to clearly m

andate that
w

e w
ill not accept any of this oppression and dem

and our people com
e hom

e!

W
e ask all political prisoner’s fam

ilies, support com
m

ittees, and concerned people to please,
for your conscience and safety, join w

ith us.  W
e need to build a strategic cam

paign around
this issue.  A

ll those interested in participating please contact us.  W
e can hold nation-w

ide
conference calls as w

e build our platform
.  P

erhaps, now
 is the tim

e to pay the national
parole board a visit, or pressure the A

C
L

U
, or other bodies into civil suits.  W

hatever our
strategy, w

e need action!

T
his issue concludes both w

ith explanations from
 C

onsuella and C
arlos A

frica on the parole
board’s history of abuse tow

ards M
O

V
E

, and statem
ents from

 F
riends of M

O
V

E
 chapters

nation-w
ide for their call to action on behalf of the M

O
V

E
9.  P

olitical prisoners have done
so m

uch for all of us.  T
hey have sacrificed their daily freedom

s for true liberty.  T
hey con-

tinue their battle from
 behind bars.  W

hat w
ill w

e do for them
?

L
O

N
G

L
IV

E
 JO

H
N

A
F

R
IC

A
F

O
R

E
V

E
R

!
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28-year w
ait to

 h
o

n
o

r
co

p
s’valo

r

b
y S

tu
 B

yko
fsky

P
h

ilad
elp

h
ia D

aily N
ew

s
S

ep
tem

b
er 24, 2006

T
W

E
N

T
Y

-E
IG

H
T

years isn't too long to w
ait, is

it?In 1978, Frank R
izzo w

as m
ayor, Jim

m
y C

arter
w

as president, Poland's C
ardinal K

arol W
ojtyla

becam
e Pope John Paul II, "L

averne and
Shirley" w

as T
V

's biggest hit, "T
he D

eer
H

unter" w
as the best picture, and Philadelphia police carrying out a judge's order

on A
ug. 8 w

ere fired upon by M
O

V
E

 "revolutionaries."

Stakeout O
fficer Jam

es R
am

p died, several other cops and firefighters w
ere

w
ounded and other cops risked their lives on that hum

id A
ugust m

orning.  T
heir

bravery w
as never recognized by their city or even by their departm

ent.

T
hat changed last w

eek w
hen nine officers w

ere honored during Police
D

epartm
ent com

m
endation cerem

onies at Fraternal O
rder of Police headquarters.

T
he nine are Police O

fficers Jam
es R

am
p, L

aw
rence D

'U
lisse, T

hom
as H

esson,
C

harles Stew
art, Joseph Z

agam
e, H

arry M
ackel, Jam

es Farry and A
lbert C

rane,
and L

t. W
illiam

 K
rause.

T
he m

eeting hall w
as packed w

ith friends and fam
ily of the N

ine, plus the fam
i-

lies of dozens of other cops recognized for outstanding police w
ork in recent

m
onths.  T

he N
ine each received the V

alor A
w

ard, the departm
ent's highest,

given for bravery under fire.  

T
he B

ig Q
uestion w

as w
hy it took 28 years to recognize the N

ine.

T
he B

ig A
nsw

er w
as not forthcom

ing.

N
o one w

anted to venture an opinion - not form
er stakeout O

fficer H
esson, shot

in the chest that day; not form
er L

ieutenant K
rause, shot in the stom

ach and right
arm

; not current Police C
om

m
issioner Sylvester Johnson, w

ho w
as in hom

icide
in 1978 and rem

em
bers being stunned by the police radio call about a ferocious

gun battle in Pow
elton V

illage.

"T
hey should have done it a long tim

e ago w
hen I had people alive w

ho w
ould

appreciate it, m
y fam

ily and all," said H
esson, w

ho still carries bullet fragm
ents

in his chest.  H
e w

as gunned dow
n as he ran across the street to aid the m

ortally
w

ounded R
am

p, w
ho had not even draw

n his gun.

and the constant pressure our fam
i-

ly w
as putting on the parole board

and politicians, w
hen w

e w
ent

before the parole board they
rem

oved the stipulation that w
e not

be associated w
ith any M

O
V

E
m

em
bers.  B

ecause that m
eant our

children!  O
ur sisters and brothers

are our fam
ily m

em
bers and w

e
w

ere not having that.  I w
as

released January 6, 1994, w
hich

m
ade m

e have a rem
aining 8 years

that I had to do on parole.  From
1994 until m

y sentence w
as com

-
plete I w

as on parole.  I had to go
see a parole officer once a m

onth,
then every six m

onths, until finally
I had com

pleted m
y tim

e.  A
nd

C
arlos had like a year left that he

had to com
plete and he had to do

the sam
e thing.  A

nd every tim
e w

e
w

anted to travel som
ew

here w
e

had to go see our parole officer,
things like that, as though w

e w
ere

crim
inals.  M

O
V

E
 people aren’t

crim
inals

I w
as sentenced to 23 years

because m
y case w

as severed by
the governm

ent’s hopes of breaking
the M

O
V

E
 O

rganization up.  T
hey

w
ere hoping that if they severed

m
e, and along w

ith the other tw
o

w
ho announced that they w

ere no
longer M

O
V

E
 m

em
bers, that there

w
ould be a break in the

O
rganization.  It didn’t w

ork that
w

ay.  I did m
y sentenced until I

w
as eligible for parole.  T

hat’s w
hy

m
y sentenced w

as different from
the M

O
V

E
 9, w

ho have 30-100
years each, w

ho w
ent in front of

Judge M
alm

ed.  H
e took it aw

ay
from

 the jury and decided to sen-
tence them

 him
self.

T
his is to m

ake people aw
are of

just how
 insane these cops are.  It’s

not just the M
O

V
E

 O
rganization

experiencing this stuff.  W
hen w

e
w

ent to prison it w
as not just

M
O

V
E

 in those jail cells.  T
here

w
ere lots of people in those prisons

w
ho didn’t even know

 M
O

V
E

.  So
if they’re saying this is only an
issue w

ith M
O

V
E

 then explain all
those other people long before
M

O
V

E
 got there and long after

M
O

V
E

 w
as gone.  A

nd those
people com

plained of police brutal-
ity also.  System

 trains people to
think that cops are right and w

hat-
ever a cop says goes.  B

ut cops
lock up innocent people, and steal
tens of years of their lives aw

ay.
W

e’re taught by JO
H

N
 A

FR
IC

A
,

in our G
uidelines, that you don’t

have to have a reason for the cops
to lock you up, they do it and
they’ll create a reason after.

LO
N

G
LIV

E
M

E
R

LE
A

F
R

IC
A

’S
LIG

H
T

!
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"I've been trying to get them

 to do it
for a long tim

e, but for som
e reason

they w
ouldn't do it," he said.

K
rause w

as "surprised" to get the
recognition, but not surprised it took
28 years.

"I understand w
hy," he said darkly.

I asked him
 to explain.

H
e paused.  "I don't w

ant to get
involved."

R
etired stakeout cop D

'U
lisse w

on-
dered if the delay "w

as political or
w

hatever."

I think "w
hatever," but I can't be sure,

so I brought the question to
C

om
m

issioner Johnson, w
ho carefully

distinguished betw
een the 1985 O

sage
A

venue battle w
ith M

O
V

E
 and the

A
ug. 8, 1978 shootout.

"W
hen a lot of people talk about

M
O

V
E

, they talk about 1985,"
Johnson said.  "In 1978, it w

as totally,
com

pletely different.  I apologize to
them

 for taking so long" for the recog-
nition.

D
id som

e sort of politics play a role?

"I try to stay aw
ay from

 politics as
m

uch as I can.  I just try to do the
right thing and the right thing is to
honor them

," Johnson said

I looked back at the clips from
 1978

and saw
 a traum

atized city.  W
ere the

honors denied the cops because Philly
felt sham

e or guilt for allow
ing the

M
O

V
E

 situation to fester for 15
m

onths?  W
as it fear of law

suits?
W

orry about fanning radical tum
ult?

T
he city's teeth w

ere on edge after the
shootout.

I tried to get a few
 w

ords out of Jam
es

R
am

p's son, w
ho lost the m

ost that
day, but som

eone pulled him
 aw

ay,
m

aybe som
eone w

ith bad feelings
about the press, I don't know

.

I do know
 if there had been allegations

of police m
isconduct that day it

w
ouldn't have taken 28 years to put

the cops on trial.

B
ut it took 28 years to honor them

.

Stakeout
cops in front
of M

O
V

E
’s

headquarters
during the
1977-1978
siege.

Interview
 w

ith C
onsuella A

frica
M

y nam
e is C

onsuella A
frica.  In

1978, A
ugust 8, during the con-

frontation that started in 1977, I
w

as arrested on trum
ped up

charges.  Six hundred cops cam
e

out to our hom
e, storm

 troopers,
w

ith one thing on their m
ind and

that w
as to annihilate the M

O
V

E
O

rganization.  O
n A

ugust 8, 1978
w

e w
ere asleep and they cam

e to
our hom

e and attacked our hom
e.

W
e w

ere surrounded by cops.  T
hey

w
ere on the rooftop, the streets,

everyw
here!  W

e had now
here to

go, even if w
e w

anted to go som
e-

w
here!   I’m

 in the basem
ent; I

could see them
 through the slats in

the w
indow

s.  W
e’re trying to save

our babies, protect them
 in our

arm
s.  I saw

 the cops facing m
e,

m
aking statem

ents like, "D
id w

e
kill those m

otherfuckers yet?!
T

hey’ll never call the m
ayor anoth-

er ‘m
otherfucker!’

W
here those

niggers at?  D
id they dig a hole in

the ground?"  T
hey w

ere trying to
m

ake sure w
e w

ere dead!  "K
ill

anything you see m
oving!"  T

hose
are the statem

ents the nine cops
"honored" by Philadelphia and
another 500 of their cronies w

ere
m

aking!  B
ullets w

ere com
ing so

close to m
y face I could see sparks,

feel heat, hear the w
hizzing of the

bullets.  T
hey drilled a hole into the

floor to have better access to us in
the basem

ent.  W
e didn’t have glass

in our w
indow

s, w
e had w

ooden
slats.  T

hey took cranes and literal-
ly knocked the slats out so they
could have good access at us to
take aim

 and kill us.  

I w
as arrested as w

ell as other

m
em

bers of m
y fam

ily, tw
elve all

together but tw
o w

ere released
because they disassociated from

 the
M

O
V

E
 O

rganization.  I did 16
years of a 23 year sentence.  M

y
sentence w

as 10 – 23 years for
trum

ped up charges of aggravated
assault and conspiracy.  T

his w
as a

lie.  I never assaulted anybody.  I
didn’t conspire to do anything.  I
w

as sim
ply in m

y hom
e w

ith m
y 19

m
onth old breast-feeding baby

w
hen they cam

e out to m
y hom

e
and attacked m

e and m
y fam

ily.  I
w

ent to prison.  I w
as sentenced by

Judge L
evi A

nderson and held in
contem

pt because I refused to shut
up and let them

 take aw
ay m

y free-
dom

.  H
e gave m

e 8 years of con-
tem

pt charges.  A
nd 10 – 23 years

total.  

I w
as in M

uncy prison.  I did 16
years for a crim

e I didn’t com
m

it.  I
w

as eligible for parole at m
y m

ini-
m

um
.  I first cam

e in 1990 and at
the tim

e I w
ent to prison I w

as
denied parole as w

ere all M
O

V
E

m
em

bers: A
lberta, R

am
ona, C

arlos,
and w

e w
ere all denied parole

because w
e w

eren’t going to go
along w

ith the stipulation that w
e

not be associated w
ith M

O
V

E
people.  W

e said no, w
e’re not

doing that, the M
O

V
E

 O
rganization

is our fam
ily, our belief, so to hell

w
ith you and your dam

n parole.  So
w

e stayed in prison.  C
arlos cam

e
up first D

ec. 13, 1992, I believe.
H

e w
as released.  I cam

e up
January 6 and I w

as before the
parole board, and the pressure of
com

m
itted M

O
V

E
 supporters and

activists w
e w

ere w
orking w

ith, 
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O
n O

ctober 3, 2006, the M
O

V
E

 O
rganization em

ailed its response to Stu
B

ykofsky’s article (T
he M

O
V

E
 Statem

ent ran on the front page) to
B

ykofsky.  H
e w

as apparently online at the sam
e tim

e and began em
ailing

back.  T
he conversation follow

s.
lFrom

 bykofss@
phillynew

s.com
To O

N
A

M
O

V
E

L
L

JA
@

aol.com

R
ew

rite this to include M
O

V
E

's refusal to obey law
ful court orders.  Y

ou seem
ed to have

over looked that.

From
 O

N
A

M
O

V
E

L
L

JA
@

aol.com
To bykofss@

phillynew
s.com

Y
ou're assum

ing the court order, any court order, is law
ful just because it has a judge's sig-

nature on it.  Y
ou're also assum

ing that the term
s law

ful or legal are synonym
ous w

ith right.
A

re you really that stupid, Stu?  A
re you that brainw

ashed by this governm
ent, that m

uch of
a m

indless robot of this system
, that you can't even see through the contradictions, the lies?

W
asn't slavery legal, law

ful?  W
as it R

IG
H

T
?  W

asn't the H
olocaust legal, law

ful?  W
as it

R
IG

H
T

?  W
asn't A

partheid legal, law
ful?  W

as it R
IG

H
T

?  W
asn't it illegal, unlaw

ful to
resist these abom

inations?  B
ut w

as it W
R

O
N

G
 to resist these things?  A

ccording to history,
w

asn't this country founded by people w
ho are said to have defied legality, defied the gov-

ernm
ent (K

ing G
eorge), w

ent to w
ar w

ith cops called R
ed C

oats?  A
ren't these people cele-

brated as heroes, freedom
-fighters?  D

o you believe in the Fourth of July, Independence
D

ay, the A
m

erican R
evolution?  W

hich is it, Stu?  Is it right to defy legality, the govern-
m

ent w
hen you know

 it's w
rong or is it right to quietly accept oppression?  D

oesn't the
D

eclaration of Independence say that it is not only a right but a duty to confront and if nec-
essary abolish this governm

ent if it is oppressive?  D
o you believe in the D

eclaration of
Independence, Stu?  W

hat m
akes Paul R

evere, N
athan H

ale, Patrick H
enry, and others,

"freedom
-fighters" w

hile m
aking M

O
V

E
 "crim

inals?"  A
lso, are you saying that defying a

court order justified that vicious attack on M
O

V
E

 m
en, w

om
en, pregnant w

om
en, and

babies?  W
ere M

O
V

E
 people accused of m

urder, rape, robbery, kidnapping, drug trafficking
or som

ething w
hen those cops cam

e out to our hom
e trying to K

IL
L

M
O

V
E

, not arrest us?
N

o!  Y
ou're the one w

ho definitely overlooked im
portant facts, Stu, not M

O
V

E
.  

T
he M

O
V

E
 O

rganization.

From
 bykofss@

phillynew
s.com

To O
N

A
M

O
V

E
L

L
JA

@
aol.com

L
egal is not synonym

ous w
ith right.

Signed court order is just w
hat it says, "order."  D

o you understand plain E
nglish?

O
bey it and then fight it in court, like norm

al citizens w
ho don't break the law

 and them
hold them

selves above it.  Y
ou fight the system

 w
ith guns, don't blam

e m
e if you get shot.

A
nd no tears for D

ear D
elbert.

T
he cops over-reacted, they gave him

 a boo-boo, but you bastards killed a cop and
destroyed a fam

ily.

A
ny tim

e you equate the U
.S. w

ith N
azi G

erm
any or the old South A

frica or K
ing G

eorge
you m

ake a sm
acked ass of yourself.  T

he C
olonials FIR

ST
petitioned PE

A
C

E
FU

L
LY

and
w

ere forced into revolt.  D
idn't the A

frika K
lan get rich thanks to the "racist" court system

?

W
ise up - and m

ove out.  Find another country that w
ill tolerate your insanity as long as the

U
.S. has.  

A
nd have guts to sign your ow

n nam
e next tim

e.  I'd like to know
 w

hich m
isguided dope I

am
 addressing.  O

r m
aybe everything you do is a co-op.

crim
es w

hatsoever!  M
ary didn’t have any felonies, m

isdem
eanors, or

none of that.  M
o w

as forced to m
ax out, w

hich he did.  I cam
e up for

parole after A
lberta m

axed out on her tim
e.  W

hen I cam
e up for parole

they kept denying m
e parole for the sam

e reason.  I protested the stipula-
tion that I could not associate w

ith m
y fam

ily, including M
O

V
E

 people
w

ho had never been arrested, w
ho had no charges on them

, that I cannot
associate w

ith them
 or the kids.  T

hey cam
e back and said that I could not

associate w
ith M

O
V

E
 m

em
bers w

ith felonies or had been charged, arrest-
ed, jailed before, no m

atter w
hat the charges w

ere.  People from
 all over

the w
orld, all over this country, protested this stipulation because they said

it’s alm
ost im

possible for poor people and especially those that live in
ghettoes to be paroled around fam

ily m
em

bers or even their m
others,

fathers, brothers, and sisters that at one tim
e or another have not been

arrested by this system
.  People in the poor com

m
unity have a higher per-

centage of arrests, of incarceration, than rich people.  It w
as a lot of pris-

oners in there: H
ispanics, B

lacks, and poor w
hites that w

ere being paroled
to houses w

here they had fam
ily m

em
bers that had m

isdem
eanors or

changed that up.  E
ventually, because of the w

orldw
ide pressure they had

on them
, and they could not get around the stipulation, I w

as paroled in
D

ec. 9, 1993.  I w
as the first M

O
V

E
 m

em
ber to be paroled unconditional-

ly.  O
ne m

onth later C
onsuella w

as paroled after 16 years.  T
he parole

stipulation w
asn’t m

inor.  It w
as a serious situation that they use on us, on

our fam
ily m

em
bers, and personally m

ade us m
ax out in prison unjustly.

W
e w

ere never supposed to be in prison from
 the beginning.
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Interview
 w

ith C
arlos A

frica
I

w
as in the M

O
V

E
 headquarters from

 M
ay 20, 1977 to M

ay 19, 1978.  It
w

as a year long stand-off, confrontation, M
O

V
E

against the system
.  T

he
cops had literally surrounded our hom

e w
here M

O
V

E
 people w

ere not
allow

ed to com
e out or they w

ould be arrested.  W
e had to stay in our head-

quarters 24 hours a day, every day, for that w
hole year.  T

he things w
e w

ent
through that w

hole year crystallized the w
isdom

 and the pow
er of 

JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

.  I
thought on M

ay 20, 1978that they w
ere going to kill us.

T
he w

ay they cam
e out and surrounded the house and had helicopteres fly-

ing over the house, guns aim
ing at us. T

here w
ere m

en, w
om

en, children, and
anim

als at our house.  M
ay 1977 to M

ay 1978 w
e w

ere constantly putting out
inform

ation about M
O

V
E

belief, the teachings of JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

, w
hy w

e
took the stand that w

e did.  W
e told the system

 that w
e w

ere not going to let
them

 attack, beat, and kill our babies, our pregnant w
om

en, and our m
en any-

m
ore behind closed doors that this tim

e if they did it the w
hole w

orld w
ould

see them
 for w

ho they are and they w
ould have to do it in front of the w

hole
w

orld.  T
hat w

hole year them
 cops all they did w

hen supporters and people
w

ere not around the house w
as m

ake all kinds of threats.  T
hey called our

w
om

en “black nigger bitches,” “nasty black w
hores.”  T

hey called our kids
all kind of nasty, foul nam

es.  T
hey said w

e w
ere “filthy.”  T

hey even threat-
ened to rape our w

om
en.  T

hey said they couldn’t w
ait for R

izzo to order
them

 to go in the house and kill us, our babies, and our anim
als.  T

hey talked
about cutting our kid’s heads off.

M
y m

other w
ould com

e and bring us food every w
eek, her and m

y father.
E

very tim
e m

y m
other cam

e w
hen she’d be talking to m

e on the platform
 the

cops used to point at her and give sexual signs like they w
ere going to rape

her.  A
nd w

hen she w
ould leave they w

ould hollar to m
e in the w

indow
, that

they w
ould rape m

y m
other the next tim

e she cam
e to headquarters.  T

hey
didn’t w

ant anybody bringing us food w
hatsoever.  A

lot of tim
es people

w
ould bring us food and they w

ould threaten or harass them
 or stop them

 a
block up the street and try to jail them

 so they w
ouldn’t com

e back and show
their support.  T

his w
as the kind of abuse w

e faced every day.

A
lberta A

frica w
as first to com

e up for parole.  T
he parole board agreed to

grant her parole w
ith the stipulation that she could not associate w

ith any
M

O
V

E
person w

hatsoever.  W
e said that w

e w
ere in prison illegally.  M

O
V

E
had never com

m
itted any crim

e against the system
.  W

e sim
ply defended

ourselves from
 this system

.  Y
ou got the right to freedom

 of speech, freedom
of religion, freedom

 of expression.  E
very tim

e w
e spoke out against the

w
rongs 

of 
this 

system
 

M
O

V
E

people 
w

ere 
intim

idated 
by 

these 
cops,

attacked, beat up, put in jail, teh list goes on and on.  M
O

V
E

people suffered
all kinds of brutalities at the hands of this system

.  T
hey told our brother

A
lfonso, M

o A
frica, that he could not associate w

ith M
O

V
E

m
em

bers w
ith

felonies or had been charged, arrested, jailed before, no m
atter w

hat the 

T
his is one of the m

any police taken photos
of the vicious beating of D

elbert A
frica that

B
ykofsky sheds “no tears for.”

T
he cops

show
n w

ere honored for their “bravery and
valor” by the city of Philadelphia.

H
E

R
E

’S
Y

O
U

R
A

N
SW

E
R

B
y D

elbert A
frica

In Septem
ber '06 there w

as a cerem
ony to "honor"

nine Philadelphia policem
en for their roles in the

attack on M
O

V
E

 back on A
ugust 8, 1978.  T

he nine
cops are, Jam

es R
am

p, L
aw

rence D
'U

lisse, T
hom

as
H

esson, C
harles Stew

art, Joseph Z
agam

e, H
arry

M
ackel, Jam

es Farry, A
lbert C

rane, and L
t. W

illiam
K

rause.  Stu B
ykofsky, a gossip-m

onger for the
Philadelphia D

aily N
ew

s, w
hen w

riting about the
cerem

ony w
rote, "T

he B
ig Q

uestion w
as w

hy it too
28 years to recognize the N

ine."  A
nd in his next 

sentence goes on to say, "T
he B

ig A
nsw

er w
as not forthcom

ing."

A
nd for dam

n good reason, as far as the city officials of Philadelphia are concerned.  T
hey

have kept quiet about the raid of A
ugust 8, 1978 for these tw

enty-eight years because of the
guilty

know
ledge that the m

urdered cop and w
ounded cops and firem

en w
ere felled by

police bullets!  A
nd the only reason these nine cops are being so-called honored now

 is
because it's believed, by city officials, that enough tim

e has passed w
here, once again, gov-

ernm
ent can re-w

rite history, and pull another
lie over the heads of people!  It's not even a

coincidence that the police chose to "honor" nine
cops.  T

his ploy is an attem
pt to draw

attention aw
ay from

 the M
O

V
E

 9!  See, the governm
ent know

s full w
ell that there are a

great m
any people w

orld-w
ide

that already know
 the events of 8/8/78 do not square w

ith the
tales put out by Philadelphia authorities.  So now

 that the innocentM
O

V
E

9
are up for

parole in tw
o years the city governm

ent is already beginning its publicity cam
paign to fur-

ther oppress us by assuring that w
e are denied parole.

L
ooking at the nine cops that Police C

om
m

issioner Johnson chose to honor, it's easily seen
that this w

asn't nothing but a propaganda tactic on the part of the city.  If D
'U

lisse and
Z

agam
e are to be considered so dam

n heroic, then w
hy w

eren't their partners in beating and
stom

ping m
e also chosen for recognition?  C

harles G
eist and Terrence M

ulvihill w
ere as

equally heroic as Z
agam

e and D
'U

lisse in that all four of them
 cow

ards
lied about beating,

stom
ping, kicking and punching m

e!  If they so dam
n heroic w

hy didn't they stand up from
the "git-go" and take responsibility for their brutality against m

e? D
'U

lisse w
as the only one

of the four never indicted for the crim
e, but if he w

as so proud of doing the right thing that
day he w

ould have com
e forw

ard, leastw
ise , a real "hero" w

ould have.   B
ut w

hen the dis-
trict attorney (now

 governor) E
d R

endell said he (D
'U

lisse) couldn't be identified (despite
the m

an's picture being seen all over the w
orld, sw

inging his shotgun), you dam
n sure didn't

see D
'U

lisse rushing forw
ard claim

ing credit for his deeds!  A
nd C

harles G
eist had so m

uch
on his m

ind about 8/8/78 he started into beating his w
ife (w

ho w
as also a cop) and his

m
other-in-law

 on a alm
ost daily basis!  A

nd you know
it w

asn't from
 no guilt about jum

ping
up and dow

n on m
y head!  H

e w
as so tw

isted  that his w
ife, C

arolyn, ended up shooting
him

 in the head to protect herself and her m
other from

 his m
urderous rages.  H

e w
ent into a

com
a and died 8 m

onths later (som
ebody pulled the plug!?!).  Terrence M

ulvihill had so
m

uch on his m
ind about 8/8/78 he ended up eating his gun (killing him

self) in 1989!  L
inn 
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on the m
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H
ow

ever, I'll w
ork w

ith anyone supporting a fair trial. B
y dem

anding a new
 trial, w

e can w
ork

w
ith those w

ho know
 the trial w

as rotten but are unsure of M
um

ia's innocence.” 

Philly supporters are organizing for D
ec. 9—

the 25th anniversary of A
bu-Jam

al's incarcera-
tion. A

frica is urging supporters to com
e to Philly or 

otherw
ise organize an event in their hom

etow
n. “M

um
ia's

case represents all that is w
rong w

ith this system
.  W

e m
ust 

take action now
 before it is too late!” 

H
ans B

ennett is a Philadelphia-based photojournalist w
ho

has been docum
enting the m

ovem
ent to free M

um
ia and all 

political prisoners for m
ore than 5 years. H

e has w
ritten for 

m
any publications including Z

 M
agazine, A

sheville G
lobal 

R
eport, SF B

ayview
, A

lternative Press R
eview

, 
IN

SU
B

O
R

D
IN

A
T

IO
N

, and A
W

O
L

m
agazine. H

e can be 
contact ed via em

ail at: hbjournalist [at] gm
ail.com

 

Please check out his new
 w

ebsite: 
http://w

w
w

.insubordination.blogspot.com
 

For m
ore inform

ation on M
um

ia, go to http://w
w

w
.

m
um

ia.org or http://w
w

w
.freem

um
ia.com

 
http://w

w
w

.insubordination.blogspot.com

W
ashington, a Philadelphia reporter that

has been on the scene for a long tim
e has

stated in a film
ed interview

 that a cop
has told him

 that he (the cop) knew
 w

hat
cop killed Jam

es R
am

p!!  N
ow

adays,
L

inn W
ashington got so m

uch pressure
on him

, he 's scared to even reveal the
cops nam

e that told him
 that. H

e's scared
of not only losing his career, but his life!
A

lphonso D
eal, a form

er Philly cop had
death threats from

 other cops m
ade

against him
 w

hen he not only stated that
m

y beating w
as w

rong, but also, "M
O

V
E

m
ight not have even been the cause of

Ptl. R
am

ps death."  Y
eah, its reasons w

hy
the city has w

aited tw
enty-eight years to

honor these cops!

Stu B
ykofsky is trying to seem

 all naïve
about w

hy there w
as a tw

enty-eight year
w

ait to so-called honor these cops.  B
ut

he know
s full w

ell that from
 the very

first night after the raid, it w
as a very

strong possibility that R
am

p had been
killed and the other cops and firem

en
shot, by so-called friendly fire!  T

here
have alw

ays
been w

hispers about that
being the case.  A

nd in part explains w
hy

the city broke every law
 or precedent

they could in order to railroad the
M

O
V

E
 9

for the shooting of those cops
and firem

en!

Take a look at just a few
of the inconsis-

tencies in the so-called evidence against
M

O
V

E
 and anybody

w
ill be able to see

w
hy the city w

aited 28 years
before dar-

ing to bring our case back into the public
eye.  Take the case of each of the firem

en
w

e w
ere charged w

ith assaulting.  A
ll

four of them
 claim

ed to have been hit
w

ith shotgun pellets, yet not one of them
ever had any pellets taken from

their
bodies and presented as evidence at trial!
A

nother point about all these supposedly
shot up firem

en; the shotguns (2)
allegedly taken from

 our basem
ent w

ere
(by the evidence technicians ow

n
account) loaded w

ith 00buckshot.  Y
et

these firem
en w

ere all treated and
released!  00 buckshot is as big as a .30
caliber bullet, yet none of these m

en had
to be hospitalized, and som

e of 'em
reported m

ultiple
"pellet" w

ounds.  O
ne,

D
ennis O

'N
eil, w

as interview
ed at

H
ahnem

ann hospital at 11:15 am
 on

8/8/78, (before leaving) and w
hen asked

by the detective how
 he got shot, replied,

"I w
as on the deluge gun at 33rd and

Pearl Sts., then I heard shooting and
everybody w

as ducking.  I felt a sting on
m

y 2nd finger, right hand.  T
he doctor

(W
ebber) said there w

ere 3 shotgun pel-
lets in m

y finger."  C
'm

on, three 00 pel-
lets w

ould have taken his dam
n finger

off!  B
ut this is the kind of lie the city

put nine innocent M
O

V
E

 m
em

bers in
prison for the last 28 years!  It don't stop
there.  Firem

an John W
elsh w

as inter-
view

ed at H
ahnem

ann H
ospital at

2:05pm
.   H

e stated, "I w
as aim

ing the
gun (a deluge gun) in a basem

ent w
in-

dow
 of the "M

O
V

E
" com

pound.
A

pproxim
ately 5 m

inutes w
ent by; the

gunfire started.  I don't know
 from

 w
here

(m
y em

phasis added). T
hat's w

hen I felt
m

y back
and m

y arm
 and I realized I had

been hit."  I em
phasized, "back" because

here w
as a m

an (once again) facing our
house that w

as hit in the back!  T
he offi-

cial injury report of W
elsh reads,

"Shotgun pellets to neck under chin.
L

ow
er right arm

 above w
rist.  C

enter
right chest.  T

reated at H
ahnem

ann
H

ospital by D
r. T

illey.  A
dm

itted in satis-
factory condition." H

ere w
e go again

people!  H
ow

 in the w
orld these dudes

got all these m
ultiple w

ounds and they
just sitting around---W

elsh still sitting in
the E

R
, hours after the shooting!

T
he “honored” cops

beating
D

elbert in 1978.

T
w

enty E
ight Y

ears
by D

ebbie A
frica

O
ct. 13, 2006

. . . I w
as 8 m

onths pregnant w
ith m

y son and m
y 23-m

onth-old baby girl in
m

y arm
s w

hen I w
as arrested A

ugust 8, 1978.

I
rem

em
ber the day the cops snatched m

y baby daughter from
 m

y arm
s.  It

felt like som
ebody ripped an organ from

 m
y body, and never replaced it.  I

had m
y son in a prison cell.  I

gave m
y son his first and last bath at 2 days

old.  W
e live as m

other and children through telephone calls, letters, and few
visits for the tim

e w
e’ve been separated.  T

he system
 not only took m

y free-
dom

, m
y husband’s freedom

, they stole m
y children’s freedom

.

People w
ho have never experienced the pain of separation betw

een a child
and it’s m

other have no idea w
hat it’s like to never see your child except for

a few
 hours on visit once every 1-3 years under m

icroscopic, suspicious cam
-

eras and eyes.  People don’t know
 how

 m
uch pain you go through w

hen
you’ve on the phone just getting into a talk w

ith your daughter and your 15
m

inutes are up, before you finish your talk, or before you can tell your son
you love him

, the phone clicks off-- or trying to get every w
ord out in the 1

m
inute you have left, som

etim
es not getting to say goodbye.  Y

ou just endure
this gut-w

renching feeling of anxiety.

T
he pain never goes aw

ay, but thanks to the w
isdom

 of JO
H

N
A

F
R

IC
A

w
e

convert those feelings into energy to keep doing our w
ork to fight against

injustice!  O
n the M

O
V

E
!

L
O

N
G

L
IV

E
JO

H
N

A
F

R
IC

A
!

D
ebbie A

frica
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O
f course, the m

ost blatant exam
ple of a

lie from
 the city is in the case of Jam

es
R

am
p.  E

verybody
that w

as around on
8/8/78 know

s the initial reports on R
am

p's
death reported him

 shot by a dow
nw

ard
coursing 

bullet! 
 

Police 
C

om
m

issioner
O

'N
eil, at the official pronouncem

ent of
R

am
p's death reported him

 shot in the
back w

ith the bullet traveling dow
nw

ard
through his heart!  A

fter these initial state-
m

ents and reports it w
as seen that they

better get that changed, so the story of
R

am
p's 

injuries 
began 

to 
change.

E
ntrance w

ounds becam
e exit w

ounds and
the path of the bullet changed.  B

ut, as
JO

H
N

 A
F

R
IC

A
teach 

"T
H

E
 

PO
W

E
R

O
F T

R
U

T
H

 IS FIN
A

L
!"  For, despite all

their attem
pts at a cover-up and fram

e of
the M

O
V

E
 9, the truth

still prevails.  D
r.

R
obert C

atherm
an, deputy m

edical exam
-

iner, said in his official autopsy report and
testim

ony that, "…
the path of the bullet

w
as horizontal from

 left to right w
ith no

deviation of angle."  So even though the
city tried to cover up their w

rong doing,
the truth still cam

e out that M
O

V
E

 could-
n't

have shot Jam
es R

am
p from

 our base-
m

ent!  T
here is no w

ay a bullet is going to
com

e from
 a basem

ent up to the street and
then level off to travel horizontally!  A

ll
these are just som

e
of the lies this system

has tried to cover up for the last tw
enty-

eight
years!  T

hese callous m
isfits have

kept innocent M
O

V
E

 people in prison all
this tim

e know
ing

w
e didn't shoot any

cops or firem
en!

O
n A

ugust 10, 1978 there w
as a com

m
and

staff 
m

eeting 
of 

police 
at 

T
he 

P
olice

A
dm

inistration B
uilding (PA

B
).  B

esides
the com

m
and staff, the various com

m
and-

ers of the special units present on 8/8/78
w

ere there.  T
he notes of that m

eeting
clearly show

 that the cops
knew

 they had

m
essed 

up 
on 

8/8/78. 
 

C
aptain 

Taylor
spoke about, "…

the num
ber of firem

en
w

ho w
ere in the line of fire."  O

n page 3
of the notes, a C

aptain Sm
all is "…

of the
opinion 

that 
there 

w
as 

an 
excessive

am
ount of unnecessary firing on the part

of police personnel w
hen there w

ere no
target 

per 
se 

to 
shoot 

at." 
 

D
eputy

C
om

m
issioner Solom

on (later to becom
e

C
om

m
issioner) 

said 
in 

his 
point 

5,
"…

T
here w

ere too m
any police personnel

present at the focal point of the action w
ho

had no authority or business to be there.
H

e could not state em
phatically enough

the serious breakdow
n and lack of disci-

pline."

H
ere you got com

m
anders and com

m
and

staff of the police adm
itting that there w

as
a serious lack of discipline and indiscrim

-
inate firing from

 the police on 8/8/78.
A

lso, that there w
ere unauthorized police

there (this applies to Jam
es R

am
p, w

ho
w

as actually off duty!!).  So, is it any w
on-

der that police and firem
en w

ere getting
shot up by their ow

n!  T
his

is w
hy the city

has w
aited 28 years to dare to open up

w
hat is going to becom

e a Pandora's box
for them

.   T
hey have thought to out-w

ait
the truth, let a generation go by and then
spin 

w
hatever 

lie 
they 

w
anted. 

 
B

ut
M

O
V

E
 

w
elcom

es 
this 

opportunity 
to

bring out all the lies, and speak on all that
has been unsaid.  Just like on A

ugust 8,
1978, ain't nothing these dem

ons plan is
going to go right for them

!  T
hey w

ill be
exposed for the m

urderers, liars, cow
ards

and racist crooks they are!
D

elbert A
frica, M

inister of D
efense

T
he M

O
V

E
 O

rganization
O

N
 

T
H

E
 

M
O

V
E

! 
 

T
H

E
 

PO
W

E
R

 
O

F
T

R
U

T
H

 IS FIN
A

L
!  

L
O

N
G

L
IV

E
 JO

H
N

 A
FR

IC
A

FO
R

E
V

E
R

!

In 1986 the Pennsylvania Suprem
e C

ourt ruled against M
cG

ill in another case
(C

om
m

onw
ealth v. B

aker) on the sam
e grounds. W

hen A
bu-Jam

al addressed this sam
e

issue in his 1989 appeal w
ith the State Suprem

e C
ourt, the court reversed its decision

on the legality of such a statem
ent—

ruling against the claim
 for a m

istrial. 

Incredibly, just one year later, in the very next case involving this issue
(C

om
m

onw
ealth v. B

easley), the State Suprem
e C

ourt flip-flopped and restored the
precedent. H

ow
ever, this w

ould not affect the ruling against M
um

ia, because the court
ruled that this precedent w

ould only apply in “future trials.” T
his suggests that the rul-

ings w
ere designed to specifically exclude M

um
ia's case from

 its precedent. 

#4. T
he fairness of M

um
ia's 1995-97 PC

R
A

hearings w
hen the retired, 74-year-old

Judge Sabo w
as called back specifically for the hearing. B

esides the obvious unfairness
of recalling the exact sam

e judge to rule on his fairness in the original 1982 trial, his
actual PC

R
A

bias has been extensively docum
ented. 

D
uring the 1995 hearings, the m

ainstream
 Philadelphia Inquirer w

rote that the “behav-
ior of the judge in the case w

as disturbing the first tim
e around—

and in hearings last
w

eek he did not give the im
pression to those in the courtroom

 of fair m
indedness.

Instead, he gave the im
pression, dam

aging in the extrem
e, of undue haste and hostility

tow
ard the defense's case.” 

C
oncluding the PC

R
A

hearing, Sabo rejected all evidence and every w
itness presented

by the defense as not being credible. T
herefore, Sabo upheld all of the facts and proce-

dures of the original trial as being correct. 

“I'm
 G

oing To H
elp T

hem
 F

ry T
he N

igger” 
In 2001 another w

itness—
Terri M

auer-C
arter—

challenged Sabo's integrity, but the State
Suprem

e C
ourt ruled against the defense's right to include her affidavit in their current

federal appeal. M
auer-C

arter w
as w

orking as a stenographer in the Philadelphia C
ourt

system
 on the eve of M

um
ia's 1982 trail w

hen she states that she overheard Judge Sabo
say in reference to M

um
ia's case that he w

as going to help the prosecution “fry the nig-
ger.” 

Journalist D
ave L

indorff recently interview
ed M

auer-C
arter's form

er boss, R
ichard

K
lein, w

ho w
as w

ith M
auer-C

arter w
hen she states she overheard Sabo. A

Philadelphia
C

om
m

on Pleas C
ourt judge at the tim

e, w
ho now

 sits on PA
's Superior C

ourt, K
lein

told L
indorff: "I w

on't say it did happen, and I w
on't say it didn't. T

hat w
as a long tim

e
ago." L

indorff considers K
lein's refusal to firm

ly reject M
auer-C

arter's claim
 to be an

affirm
ation of her statem

ent. 

T
he State Suprem

e C
ourt ruling w

as an affirm
ation of low

er-level Judge Patricia
D

em
be's argum

ent that even if M
aurer-C

arter is correct about Sabo's stated intent to use
his position as Judge to throw

 the trial and help the prosecution "fry the nigger," it does-
n't m

atter. A
ccording to D

em
be, since it "w

as a jury trial, as long as the presiding
Judge's rulings w

ere legally correct, claim
s as to w

hat m
ight have m

otivated or anim
at-

ed those rulings are not relevant." 

O
rganizing for

D
ecem

ber
9 

Pam
 A

frica (coordinator of M
um

ia's support netw
ork) explains that “w

hen w
e defend

R
ue M

um
ia, w

e call attention to M
um

ia's current battle in the courts. W
e know

 the
Suprem

e C
ourt w

on't hear his case, so this current phase truly is the last chance for a
new

 trial.” 

“I believe M
um

ia is innocent and am
 personally calling for his im

m
ediate release. 

on the m
ove

D
ec 06

D
ec 06

on the m
ove
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In your article you question w
hy it took 28

years to honor the cops w
ho participated in

the attack against the M
O

V
E

 O
rganization

A
ugust 8, 1978.  Saying that if there had

been allegations of police m
isconduct that

day it w
ouldn't have taken 28 years to put

the cops on trial. 

T
here w

ere and still are not only allega-
tions of police m

isconduct that day, but
also direct proof of Philadelphia officials
m

urderous intent tow
ard M

O
V

E
 as w

ell as
their collusion w

ith police, the D
A

, and
judges to carry it out.

It 
is 

evident 
from

 
the 

people 
that 

you
sought those answ

ers from
 that you w

ere
not really trying to find the truth behind
that 28 year w

ait of those fake aw
ards, but

only interested in corroborating your ow
n

long held bias view
s.  For if you w

ere real-
ly interested in the truth, or in any sem

-
blance 

of 
objectivity 

in 
your 

quest 
for

answ
ers, you w

ould not exclude the facts.

L
inn 

W
ashington, 

an 
aw

ard-w
inning

colum
nist for the Philadelphia D

aily N
ew

s
and the Philadelphia T

ribune, w
as an eye

w
itness to the entire attack against M

O
V

E
,

A
ugust 8, 1978.  H

e has stated publicly, in
print, on film

, and during live interview
s

that he know
s for a factthat M

O
V

E
 did not

shoot Jam
es R

am
p.  H

e says this not only
as an eye w

itness, but because he says
another cop on the scene told him

 that not
only had a fellow

 cop shot R
am

p, but that
he also told him

 the identity
of that cop.

D
uring m

y sister R
am

ona A
frica's civil suit

against Philadelphia city officials for their
m

urderous 
attack 

on 
M

O
V

E
 

M
ay 

13,
1985, 

W
ilson 

G
oode 

testified 
in 

open
court, saying that due to inform

ation eh
received as m

anaging director and later as
m

ayor, he concluded that the M
O

V
E

 9
w

ere innocent .  H
e also asked Suprem

e
C

ourt Justice R
obert N

ix to head an inde-
pendent 

legal 
inquiry 

into 
our 

case.
Instead of asking this m

aniacal m
urderer

of M
O

V
E

 people w
hat inform

ation he had
obtained that led him

 to that conclusion,

the 
D

aily 
N

ew
s 

featured 
a 

cartoon 
of

G
oode w

earing dreadlocks and called him
"W

ilson A
frica."

In your em
ails to M

O
V

E
 you w

ere fervid
w

hen claim
ing M

O
V

E
 failed to adhere to

court orders, but hypocritically view
 that

sam
e court's order as a non-issue w

hen it is
pointed out that the police violated court
orders in attacking M

O
V

E
 A

ugust 8, 1978.

In the O
J Sim

pson trial, proving that the
prosecution tam

pered w
ith just one single

drop of blood w
as enough to show

 prose-
cutorial m

isconduct.  In the M
O

V
E

 9 case,
w

ithin hours of the assault the city had
deliberately dem

olished the entire crim
e

scene, despite a court order
not to do so.

A
nd despite of the fact that it is com

m
on

procedure that no m
urder scene be dis-

turbed anyw
ay.

T
hey uprooted and destroyed the huge tree

that stood in front of M
O

V
E

 H
eadquarters,

w
here they say the first shots from

 M
O

V
E

w
ere fired into.

T
hey destroyed the w

indow
 and w

indow
fram

e 
they 

confiscated 
from

 
the 

house
across from

 M
O

V
E

 that contained the sin-
gle bullet hole they say fir the sam

e trajec-
tory of the bullet that killed the cop.

T
hey destroyed the bullet

that cam
e out of

the dead cop.

T
he D

A
changed the m

edical exam
iner's

report, in open court, and in full view
 of

the presiding judge, indicating the location
of the fatal w

ound.

T
hey claim

ed to have a dozen guns confis-
cated from

 M
O

V
E

 H
eadquarters, and a

dozen cops testified to seeing M
O

V
E

 m
en

w
ith those guns.  Y

et not one
of those guns,

including
the one they said w

as used to
m

urder R
am

p, had any
M

O
V

E
 fingerprints

on them
.

T
hey 

denied 
brutalizing 

M
O

V
E

 
as 

w
e

w
ere arrested, until channel 10 aired the 

R
esponse to Stu B

ykofsky’s 28 year w
ait to honor cops’valor

B
y M

ike A
frica
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O
n O

ctober 23, attorney R
obert R

. B
ryan (attorney for death-row

 prisoner M
um

ia A
bu-

Jam
al) filed the 4th Step R

eply B
rief w

ith the U
.S. C

ourt of A
ppeals for the T

hird C
ircuit,

Philadelphia. B
ecause this should be the last round of reply briefs, B

ryan estim
ates that

the public hearing of argum
ents should begin w

ithin three m
onths. A

fter the hearing, the
panel of judges w

ill then decide w
hether to grant A

bu-Jam
al a new

 trial. 

T
he courts are now

 considering the follow
ing four issues: 

#1. W
hether the penalty phase of M

um
ia's trial violated the legal precedent set by the U

S
Suprem

e C
ourt's 1988 M

ills v. M
aryland ruling. T

his issue w
as Y

ohn's grounds for over-
turning the death sentence and is now

 being appealed by the D
A

. 

#2. “C
ertified for appeal” by Y

ohn in 2001, the B
atson claim

, addresses the prosecution's
use of perem

ptory challenges to exclude B
lacks from

 M
um

ia's jury. In 1986, the U
S

Suprem
e C

ourt ruled in B
atson v. K

entucky that a defendant deserves a new
 trial if it can

be proved that jurors w
ere excluded on the grounds of race. 

A
t M

um
ia's trial, Prosecutor M

cG
ill used 11 of his 15 perem

ptory challenges to rem
ove

black jurors that w
ere otherw

ise acceptable. W
hile Philadelphia is 44%

 black, A
bu-

Jam
al's jury w

as com
posed of ten w

hites and only tw
o blacks. From

 1977-1986 w
hen

current Pennsylvania governor E
d R

endell w
as Philadelphia's D

istrict A
ttorney, the evi-

dence of racism
 is striking: from

 1977-86, the Philadelphia D
A

struck 58%
 of black

jurors, but only 22%
 of w

hite jurors. 

#3. T
he legality of M

cG
ill's statem

ent to the jury m
inim

izing the seriousness of a verdict
of guilt: “if you find the D

efendant guilty of course there w
ould be appeal after appeal

and perhaps there could be a reversal of the case, or w
hatever, so that m

ay not be final.” 

S
U
P
P
O
R
T
M
O
V
E

a
n
d
 
e
d
u
c
a
t
e
 
y
o
u
r
s
e
l
f
!

*
F

re
e

 T
h

e
 M

O
V

E
9

 B
u

tto
n

*
25 Y

ears on
 th

e M
ove B

ook
-  S

how
 your support everyday - 50 cen

ts
$5 

an excellent history of M
O

V
E

 

“W
elcom

e to P
h

ilad
elp

h
ia” T

-S
h

irt - $10
- depicts the bom

b being dropped on M
O

V
E

that killed six adults, five children, burned

over 60 hom
es to the ground and left 250 people hom

eless

*T
h

e M
O

V
E

 C
on

fron
tation

 V
id

eo - $10
- includes original black and w

hite docum
entary on the 1978 confrontation and a short

piece on the 1985 bom
bing

*
N

ew
 D

ocu
m

en
tary - “M

O
V

E
” - 

- T
h

is am
azin

g
 n

ew
 d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 h

as reciev
ed

 in
tern

atio
n

al acclaim
.  T

h
e film

 
docum

ents M
O

V
E

’s history as w
ell as present day battles.  It is shocking w

ith a fast
paced soundtrack  and    narration by H

ow
ard Z

inn.

*
*

T
o

 p
u

rc
h

a
s

e
 s

e
n

d
 c

h
e

c
k

 o
r m

o
n

e
y

 o
rd

e
r to

 th
e

 a
d

d
re

s
s

 b
e

lo
w

*
*
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beatings captured on their video.

T
hey 

denied 
having 

the 
sam

e 
type 

of
w

eapons as they claim
ed w

as used to kill
the cop, until the video show

ed them
 carry-

ing them
.

A
nd w

hen w
e cam

e up for appeal, the D
A

claim
ed that they no longer had any of the

photos, videotape, or even m
ost transcripts

of our trial.  N
o evidence of the trial they

say 
w

as 
the 

longest 
and 

costliest 
in

Philadelphia 
history. 

 A
nd 

w
hen 

anyone
questions the D

A
about it, it becom

es crys-
tal clear w

hy they destroyed every piece of
evidence.  B

ecause it all points to them
.

H
ow

 they killed and shot up their ow
n, and

the photos and videos they took to prove our
guilt, clearly show

s their ow
n.

W
hen the cops assault and m

urder M
O

V
E

children, w
om

en, m
en, and anim

als, you
label it an "over-reaction" that w

arrants no
action or crim

inal charges at all.  If, as you
claim

, the cops sim
ply "over-reacted" w

hen
nearly beating D

elbert A
frica to death fol-

low
ing the attack on M

O
V

E
, w

hat then do
you think M

O
V

E
's response should have

been after the Philadelphia police stom
ped

and m
urdered Janine and Phil A

frica's three
w

eek old infant on M
arch 28, 1976, after

the D
A

's office failed to even investigate it,
and even after your paper did a cover story
on it, w

here the press and m
em

bers of city
council view

ed the m
urdered child.  Y

eah,
that's w

hat I thought.  T
his is w

hat led to the
confrontation of 1978.

Y
ou said you asked relatives and friends of

Jam
es R

am
p for a com

m
ent on w

hy they
felt it took so long to honor those 9 cops.
W

hy don't you ask C
onsuella A

frica, w
ho

w
rongfully spent 16 ½

 years in prison for a
crim

e those sam
e city officials you talked to

that day know
s she w

as innocent of, w
hile

som
e of those sam

e cops you gave m
edals

to hid on rooftops behind O
sage A

venue
M

ay 13, 1985 and cold bloodedly shot and
m

urdered her tw
o little girls.

W
hy don't you ask Sue A

frica w
hy she

thinks it has taken so long to honor those
cops, som

e of w
ho participated in the m

ur-
der of her pre-teenage son w

ho they shot as

he tried to escape the flam
es of M

ay 13,
1985, w

hile they had her in prison for 12 ½
years for nothing.

A
sk Janine and Phil A

frica, w
ith yet anoth -

er
son m

urdered by those sam
e honorees

that day, w
hile trying to encourage people to

forget
how

 they m
urdered their children

M
ay 13, 1985.

A
sk Janet and D

elbert how
 they feel about

their tw
o daughters m

urdered by this city's
aw

ard w
inning cops, as they serve a sen-

tence of 100 years for one cop they didn't
kill, w

hile those w
ho adm

itted
m

urdering
their babies w

eren't even charged.

It does not m
atter one bit to the M

O
V

E
O

rganization that you view
 us as esoteric.

O
ur security com

es in our
understanding

and acknow
ledgm

ent of L
IFE

, the principle
w

e adhere to.  W
hile you claim

 to believe in
and claim

 is understood by m
ost, has caused

and continue to cause the m
ost m

ayhem
,

death and destruction the w
orld has ever

know
n.

So you can continue to be an agent of
repression for that m

urderous gang called
the Philadelphia police, and give all the
phony accolades y'all w

ant.  T
hey

know
 the

truth, w
hich is w

hy
they hid behind those 28

years.  B
ut the days for honoring yourselves

w
ill end because m

ore and m
ore people are

recognizing the truth, recognizing people
like them

 and
you for w

hat you really are.
A

nd 
are 

fast 
realizing 

that 
it 

ain't 
just

M
O

V
E

 people that y'all treat this w
ay.

W
hen 

the 
city 

officials 
attacked 

M
O

V
E

there w
ere seven Pennsylvania state pris-

ons.  Today there are 28
w

ith another tw
o

under construction!  A
ll filled to capacity

w
ith poor folk's children.  T

his country is
im

prisoning black children at a rate that is 4
tim

es
that 

of 
S

outh 
A

frica 
during 

the
apartheid era!  A

re you trying to convince
the public that that is the result of housing
code violations too?

Som
ebody like you w

ould
look at the events

of 1978 and blindly conclude that that one
event in the history of this racist city is w

hat
caused racial tension.  Fifteen m

onths of a 

at C
ity H

all. H
ow

ever, the Suprem
e C

ourt ultim
ately rejected the petition on

grounds that it w
as not done on the official form

 created by the courts. 

A
rguably the w

orld's m
ost fam

ous political prisoner, M
um

ia's international sup-
porters include the Japanese D

iet, the E
uropean Parliam

ent, and m
em

bers of both
the B

ritish &
 G

erm
an Parliam

ents. 

In 1982 he w
as convicted of killing w

hite Philadelphia police officer D
aniel

Faulkner in a trial that A
m

nesty International has declared a "violation of m
ini-

m
um

 international standards that govern fair trial procedures and the use of the
death penalty," 

C
alling for a new

 trial, supporters around the w
orld feel that the original one w

as
tainted by racism

, prosecutorial &
 judicial m

isconduct, coerced w
itnesses, sup-

pressed evidence, and a denial of M
um

ia's constitutional right to represent him
-

self. 

H
is case has attracted activists around the w

orld organizing against racism
, pover-

ty, corporate m
edia censorship, m

ass incarceration, political repression, and the
death penalty. 

A
ctivist N

oam
 C

hom
sky argues that “M

um
ia's case is sym

bolic of som
ething

m
uch broader...T

he U
S prison system

 is sim
ply class and race w

ar...M
um

ia and
other prisoners are the kind of people that get assassinated by w

hat's called 'social
cleansing' in U

S client states like C
olom

bia.” 

Still on D
eath R

ow
 

In D
ecem

ber, 2001 Federal D
istrict C

ourt Judge W
illiam

 Y
ohn affirm

ed A
bu-

Jam
al's guilt but overturned the death sentence. C

iting the 1988 M
ills v. M

aryland
precedent, Y

ohn ruled that sentencing form
s used by jurors and Judge Sabo's

instructions to the jury w
ere confusing. Subsequently, jurors m

istakenly believed
that they had to unanim

ously agree on any m
itigating circum

stances in order to be
considered as w

eighing against a death sentence. 

M
um

ia's case is now
 in the federal T

hird C
ircuit C

ourt of A
ppeals. D

A
Lynne

A
braham

 is appealing the death penalty ruling w
hile M

um
ia is appealing the

guilty verdict. 

If the penalty ruling is overturned, a new
 execution date w

ill be set for M
um

ia. If
his ruling is upheld, the D

A
can still im

panel a new
 jury to rehear the penalty

phase, w
hich could then sentence M

um
ia to death—

regardless of the 3rd C
ircuit

ruling. 

B
ecause the D

A
appealed Y

ohn's death penalty decision, M
um

ia has never left
death row

, and is still unable to have such “privileges” as full-contact visits w
ith

his fam
ily. 

T
he L

egal U
pdate

In D
ecem

ber, 2005, the 3rd C
ircuit announced the beginning of deliberations and

shocked m
any by agreeing to consider tw

o claim
s not “certified for appeal” by

Y
ohn in 2001. 

M
um

ia's attorney R
obert R

. B
ryan declared it to be “the m

ost im
portant decision

affecting m
y client since his 1981 arrest, for it w

as the first tim
e there w

as a rul-
ing that could lead to a new

 trial and his freedom
.” 
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defiant M
O

V
E

 O
rganization standing up to

racist officials, versus a lifetim
e

of oppression
and brutality m

eted out to the poor com
m

uni-
ty 

by 
avow

ed 
racists 

nam
ed 

R
izzo, 

Tate,
O

'N
eal, Fencl, A

braham
, Sam

bore, M
alm

ed,
Sabo, R

endell, the D
aily N

ew
s, the Inquirer,

the B
ulletin, as w

ell as all the rest that tow
ed,

enforced, and supported that red line.

In the end you are going to see that those 28
years w

asn't long enough .   C
onscious people

w
ill never forget this city's heinous treatm

ent
of M

O
V

E
.  A

nd, only those w
ho are com

-
pletely devoid of life w

ould even w
ant to.

O
na M

O
V

E
!

M
ichael A

frica

L
O

N
G

L
IV

E
 JO

H
N

 A
F

R
IC

A
!

T
A

K
E

A
C

T
I

O
N

N
O

W
!

1) E
ducate

- C
ontact the International C

oncerned Fam
ily and Friends of M

um
ia A

bu-
Jam

al and recieve copies of flyers and inform
ation books to distribute 

2) Stay U
pdated

by checking the w
ebsite or calling our info num

ber regularly.  E
m

ail 
IC

FFM
A

J@
aol.com

 and get added to our em
ail list.  B

e ready to com
e to Philadelphia

or set up dem
onstrations in your area at a m

om
ents notice.

3)  E
ncourage your local bookstores to order

and stock M
um

ia’s books.  O
rganize

book readings or have M
um

ia’s regular com
m

entaries
read or published.   To hear

com
m

entaries go to w
w

w
.prisonradio.org

4)  G
o to open m

ic’s, poetry readings, political events and speak out about M
um

ia, the
death penalty and political prisoners.

5)  D
onate

funds to the m
ovem

ent!  Send funds to: T
he N

ational B
lack U

nited Fund, 40
C

linton St., N
ew

ark, N
J 07102 - C

hecks m
ust be earm

arked “M
um

ia O
rganizing.”

6)  Start your
ow

n local coalition
for justice for M

um
ia and let us know

.

In
tern

a
tio

n
a

l C
o

n
cern

ed
 F

a
m

ily
 a

n
d

 F
r

ie
n

d
s o

f
M

u
m

ia
 A

b
u

-J
a

m
a

l
w

w
w

.M
u

m
ia.org  215-476-8812 IC

F
F

M
A

J@
aol.com

M
O

V
E

 W
om

en respond to
B

ykofsky

H
ere w

e are still in prison after 28
years, due to com

e up for parole in
2008 to be released, and the city of
Philadelphia, along w

ith the new
s

m
edia, in particular Stu B

ykofsky, ain't
satisfied.  T

hey're still sniping at
M

O
V

E
 through his article in the D

aily
new

spaper, and via em
ail, to try and

rally public opinion against us to try
and keep us in prison.  T

he truth is Stu
B

ykofsky never interview
ed, or talked

to any of the M
O

V
E

 9, to determ
ine

that M
O

V
E

 is guilty, like unbiased
reporters are supposed to do.
B

ykofsky don't know
 the truth about

M
O

V
E

, or w
hat happened A

ugust 8,
1978, and don't have the right to con-
dem

n us as guilty.

B
ykofsky said w

e should have obeyed
the order, fight in court like norm

al
citizens. . . Five M

O
V

E
 babies w

ere
m

urdered at the hands of Philadelphia
cops before 1978.  M

O
V

E
 m

ade hun-

dreds of court appearances before
1978 to fight for our so-called rights,
to expose the unjust beatings, and
baby killings M

O
V

E
 suffered at the

hands of Philadelphia cops and sher-
iffs, before 1978.  M

O
V

E
 w

ent to
court, filed charges against cops w

ho
w

ere on the scene w
hen M

O
V

E
 babies

w
ere throw

n from
 porches, kicked

from
 the w

om
bs of M

O
V

E
 w

om
en,

tram
pled to death, before 1978, only to

be ignored, and dism
issed.  T

here w
as

never justice in the courts for M
O

V
E

.
T

hat w
as the w

hole point of the M
ay

1977 dem
onstration against the city.  If

B
ykofsky really w

anted to be fair-
m

inded, if he had done his hom
ew

ork,
like reporters are supposed to do he
w

ould have understood w
hy w

e didn't
trust the courts.

D
espite that though, M

O
V

E
 still gave

the city the opportunity to resolve this
issue of police brutality, and abuse
from

 the cops against M
O

V
E

 in 

O
ctober 20, 2006

R
ue M

um
ia A

bu-Jam
al 

A
t the R

ue M
um

ia inauguration cerem
ony in St. D

enis this past A
pril, M

ayor D
idier

Paillard declared: “M
um

ia's struggle is a sym
bol for justice, the abolition of the death

penalty, hum
an rights, and resistance against a system

 w
hich has the arrogance to reign

over the w
orld in the nam

e of those sam
e hum

an rights that it tram
ples w

ith com
plete

im
punity on its ow

n soil.” 

In response to the street-nam
ing, resolutions condem

ning St. D
enis w

ere introduced in
the U

S C
ongress, the Pennsylvania State Senate, and the Philadelphia C

ity C
ouncil. 

In Septem
ber, a delegation visited from

 France to defend R
ue M

um
ia. T

hey attem
pted to

m
eet w

ith Philadelphia M
ayor John Street, but after several hoursof being ignored, they

left his office to speak at the tow
n m

eeting nearby organized by M
um

ia's local support-
ers. 

A
t the tow

n m
eeting, the visitors proclaim

ed: “A
s long as the city of St. D

enis exists, w
e

w
ill have R

ue M
um

ia A
bu-Jam

al.” 

M
um

ia's supporters later presented their ow
n resolution defending R

ue M
um

ia at the
C

ity C
ouncil. 

Supporters in N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity have started an online petition calling for a street in
H

arlem
 to be nam

ed after A
bu-Jam

al. http://w
w

w
.gopetition.com

/online/9723.htm
l 

A
H

istory of International Support 
Support from

 France has been extensive. In N
ovem

ber, 2002 a delegation of m
ore than

40 French supporters of A
bu-Jam

al traveled to Philadelphia to hand-deliver a 250,000
signature petition (dem

anding a new
 trial) to the Suprem

e C
ourt of Pennsylvania office



peace-but pride
w

ould not let
the city resolve this peacefully.

It w
as the city of Philadelphia that

sent the cops to our house claim
ing to

be arresting M
O

V
E

 for not appearing
in court on a housing violation.
U

nderstand
w

hat I am
 saying, all this

happened because Judge G
. Fred

D
iB

ona, w
ith the city's backing,

ordered those cops to com
e to our

house w
ith a bulldozer, crane, fire

hoses, and all types of w
eaponry for

not appearing in court on a housing
violation-not m

urder, rape, drug traf-
ficking, or child abuse, but because
w

e did not appear in court to speak to
a civil issue.  D

oes this sound like the
city, the cops just w

anted to bring us
to court alive?  D

oes B
ykofsky under-

stand E
nglish?  M

O
V

E
 did not sign

an order for those cops to com
e to our

house.  W
e did not go out to their

houses that day.  L
et m

e m
ake it

clear, M
O

V
E

 did not kill anybody, so
if Stu B

ykofsky w
ants to blam

e
som

ebody for the fam
ily that w

as
destroyed, blam

e the city.

N
ine of us have been in prison for 28

years, because w
e w

ere a
fam

ily, w
e lived

there.  Y
et not one

cop has ever been arrested or indicted
for all the babies' lives that w

ere
destroyed by the cops before, or after
1978.  N

obody from
 the city, police

departm
ent, or m

edia seem
s to ever

w
ant to talk about or show

 rem
orse

for all the lives that w
ere taken from

M
O

V
E

 though.  W
hy?  C

an anybody
answ

er that?  People like B
ykofsky

w
ho so dangerously m

isjudge people,
like M

O
V

E
, poor folks, and assum

e
they are guilty, crim

inal, just because
they don't w

ear a certain kind of uni-
form

, or protest against injustice,
w

ould not be so quick to take the
position he claim

s M
O

V
E

 should
have taken if he and his fam

ily
received one eighth of the injustice
M

O
V

E
 w

as dealt from
 the city of

Philadelphia and the cops.  N
obody

needs to try and convey to us the pain
of the lose of loved ones, w

e know
.

L
O

N
G

L
IV

E
 JO

H
N

 A
F

R
IC

A
T

he Pow
er of T

ruth is Final!
M

O
V

E
 W

om
en, C

am
bridge Springs,

PA

M
O

V
E

youth and supporters running in support of the M
O

V
E

 9.

Is H
onoring M

um
ia a C

rim
e?                    B

y H
ans B

ennett

Is it a crim
e to publicly honor black death-row

 prisoner and journalist M
um

ia A
bu-Jam

al
(convicted of killing w

hite Philadelphia police officer D
aniel Faulkner in a 1982 trial that

A
m

nesty International has declared a "violation of m
inim

um
 international standards that

govern fair trial procedures and the use of the death penalty")? Future Philadelphia m
ay-

oral candidate Peter J. W
irs thinks so. 

A
cting as the C

hairm
an of Philadelphia's 59th R

epublican W
ard E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee,

W
irs has filed crim

inal charges against the French cities of Paris and St. D
enis. T

heir
crim

e? 

In 2003 A
bu-Jam

al w
as declared an honorary citizen of Paris—

the first tim
e since Pablo

Picasso w
as sim

ilarly honored in the 1970s. T
his A

pril, the French city of St. D
enis (a

Paris suburb) nam
ed a m

ajor street after him
. L

ocated in the C
ristino G

arcia D
istrict of

the city (nam
ed after an anti-Franco Spanish R

epublican), R
ue M

um
ia A

bu-Jam
al leads

directly to the largest sports arena in E
urope: “N

elson M
andela Stadium

.” 

W
irs and the G

O
P

w
ard com

m
ittee allege that these public honors violate French Penal

C
ode, A

rticle 24 § 2 (L
. 29 juillet 1881), prohibiting “the glorified perpetration of a

crim
e [w

hose elem
ents include] the voluntary trespass to another person's life or physical

integrity ...” 

T
he com

m
ittee's press release explains that: 

“T
he 59th R

epublican W
ard E

xecutive C
om

m
ittee’s French counsel, M

artin B
ozm

arov,
E

sq. filed a plainte, (crim
inal com

plaint) w
ith the Procureur de la R

epublique, akin to a
D

istrict A
ttorney, in tw

o separate départem
ents (France’s prim

ary political subdivision)
w

ho represents the governm
ent before the trial courts, the T

ribunal de G
rande Instance

de Paris for the capital city and T
ribunal de G

rande Instance de B
obigny that has juris-

diction over Saint D
enis. O

nce each Procureur determ
ines the charges founded, a instruc-

tion judiciaire (judicial investigation) is requested of the C
ham

bre de l'Instruction, a sep-
arate body of judges, w

ho appoints the Juge d'Instruction, a special investigating judge,
to conduct a full scale investigation for both exculpatory as w

ell as inculpatory evidence,
including interview

ing parties and w
itnesses.” 

“If the Juge d'Instruction estim
ates prosecution is w

arranted, the dossier is transferred
back to the Procureur, w

hile the three-judge C
ham

bre de l'Instruction, if determ
ining

there is sufficient evidence to charge, issue the m
ise en exam

en, the form
al indicting

instrum
ent, and transfers the case to a trial court.” http://w

w
w

.politicspa.com
/pressre-

leasedetailed.asp?id=
750 

C
alling A

bu-Jam
al a “punk,” C

hairm
an W

irs proclaim
s that “A

bu-Jam
al’s gratuitous

exploitation of genuine international opposition to the death penalty should be exposed
for the 'snake-oil’scam

 that it is.” 

W
irs w

ill be am
ong the num

erous Philadelphia city officials traveling to France on
N

ovem
ber 27 to lobby against R

ue M
um

ia and his honorary citizenship in Paris. In an
advance letter requesting a m

eeting w
ith the Paris C

ity C
ouncil, this delegation w

rites: 

“To give to honours of the city to a cop killer is both an im
m

oral and irresponsible
choice. It is all the m

ore choking to see the nam
e of a m

urderer next to that of Pablo
Picasso in the gallery of the “Parisian H

onours”. B
ut the m

essage that the decision of
your assem

bly is m
aking is m

uch m
ore disturbing as the French policem

en are everyday
exposed to an increasing num

ber of assaults and violent urban acts.” http://w
w

w
.freem

u-
m

ia.com
/Philly_C

ity_C
ouncil_D

elegation_L
etter(2).doc 
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P
olicies of E

nslavem
ent

B
y Janet A

frica

society is indifferent and unresponsive to the disturbing things that
go on in prison because they feel like it don’t affect them

.
U

nderstand that prisons are controlled by politicians the sam
e w

ay
the streets are controlled by politicians, so w

hat affects prisoners
affects you too.  N

obody is im
m

une to these conditions!  W
hile

inm
ates are being pressured, forced into doing w

hat this governm
ent

tell them
 to do, politicians are slow

ly creating these conditions and
enforcing the sam

e policies on society.  M
O

V
E

 constantly com
plain

and fight hard against these oppressive policies.  W
hen w

e w
ere sent

to prison 28 years ago, fem
ale inm

ates w
ere com

pletely isolated
from

 m
ale officers, as years passed, policies w

ere put in place
allow

ing m
ale guards to w

ork on fem
ale units as long as a fem

ale
officer w

as present.  N
ow

, there are m
ostly m

en w
orking in the

units, w
alking the halls, strolling in our cells at night w

hile w
e

sleep.  In 2002, a policy w
ent into effect sanctioning m

ale officers
and m

aintenance m
en supervisors to run their hands across the

w
om

en’s shoulders, dow
n the arm

s, dow
n the entire back, betw

een
and under the breast, dow

n the sides of the torso, around the w
aist,

dow
n the buttocks, dow

n the inside and outside of the thighs and
legs starting at the crotch (a routine pat search).  People should have
been outraged about this, strange m

en putting their hands on w
om

en
in this m

anner.  T
his is a fem

ale institution w
ith fem

ale officers
here, this is totally uncalled for and unnecessary.  T

he apathy and
lack of concern from

 those outside the prison has allow
ed this to

spill right on society.  T
hese days w

hen fem
ale citizens board

planes, to into subw
ays, or look (w

hat cops call) suspicious w
alking

dow
n the street, they are just as likely to be pat searched by a m

ale
cop, or security guard.  T

hese past few
 years of the governm

ent has
been w

orking to put into effect a ex-ray m
achine that enables

screeners to see if explosives or w
eapons are being concealed in

body cavities.  T
his blatant disrespect and disregards for people is

highly offensive and w
rong.  If people keep sitting back letting this

go on, the next thing you know
 m

ale guards w
ill be strip searching

inm
ates, police and security guards w

ill be strip searching w
om

en
out on the street.  It sounds outrageous but don’t forget, in 1978
m

ale pat searches w
ere unheard of and sounded ridiculous too.

Inm
ates w

ere threatened and sent to solitary confinem
ent for refus-

ing to give blood sam
ples for a crim

inal state D
N

A
database thought

up by som
e politicians.  In the beginning, this policy w

as deem
ed

unconstitutional by their ow
n Federal Judges because it violated

people’s fourth A
m

endm
ent R

ight.  Politicians got around that by
getting legislators to m

ake it law
 and this invasive policy has found-

ed it’s w
ay deep into society too.  Y

ou can’t get a certain job, go to a
particular school or obtain different licenses w

ithout giving your

T
he physical and m

ental abuse, the
exploitative conditions and invasive policies
inflicted on inm

ates are designed to restrain
and control people in prison.  M

ost of 

4. W
rite to V

eronza! U
plift him

 w
ith

your w
ords and stay updated. T

he increased m
ail w

ill also show
 prison officials that

V
eronza B

ow
ers has global support and give his legal team

 leverage! 

V
eronza B

ow
ers #35316-136, FC

C
 M

edium
 C

-1, P.O
. B

ox 1032, C
olem

an FL
33521-1032 

Fliers: D
istribute W

idely!
Press R

elease w
w

w
.veronza.org/U

-PressR
elease.htm

l 
C

ase B
ackground w

w
w

.veronza.org/G
-Sum

m
ary.htm

l 
L

etters of Support w
w

w
.veronza.org/B

-T
O

C
-L

etter.htm
l 

(Including Prison O
fficials and State A

ttorneys) 

For m
ore inform

ation, visit: w
w

w
.veronza.org

Support R
obert Seth H

ayes parole denial
appeal 

N
ovem

ber 12, 2006

Seth called this m
orning and w

anted to pass on som
e im

portant
inform

ation about his parole appeal and som
e harassm

ent that
he has been facing lately. T

he interview
 w

ith Seth on these
issues is onthe Internet, and you can listen to w

hat he has to say
at w

w
w

.radio4all.net/proginfo.php?id=
20492 

July 28, 2006 
G

reetings, 
I am

 w
riting to thank you for your support, love and concern in

m
y bid for release at m

y fifth parole board appearance. Sadly,
release w

asn't granted. Instead I've received once again, an 

additional tw
o-year hit for the fifth tim

e, "due to the seriousness of the crim
e, release at

this tim
e w

ould underm
ine respect for the law

." 
T

his is a standard, pat answ
er based upon political view

s (the governor continually insists
that violent felony offenders should not receive parole) rather then the application of the
law

. W
e are going to appeal. 

N
aturally that brings up the need for your continued support. Y

ou have been strong for
m

e over this difficult period and I ask you for that support and com
m

itm
ent aw

hile
longer. I have already subm

itted m
y appeal papers. I now

 aw
ait the transcripts from

 the
parole board hearing. It is from

 those transcripts and our strategy that I hope to secure
release via the courts. 
A

s things develop, I w
ill update everyone through m

ail and the w
eb page w

w
w

.seth-
hayes.org. It is hoped that the court w

ill agree that there is unreasonableness by the
parole com

m
issioner's decision and opt for another hearing that follow

s the guidelines of
parole law

 rather than the im
plicit political stance of the governor. A

gain thank you for
your continued show

 of love and support. I look forw
ard to seeing your efforts in the

vanguard of the future. W
e are correct, and w

e w
ill w

in. 
In struggle, 
R

obert Seth H
ayes, B

PP/B
L

A
PP/PO

W
2006, Please 

address all correspondence to: 
R

obert Seth H
ayes #74A

2280, W
ende C

orrectional 
Facility, P.O

. B
ox 1187, 3622 W

ende R
oad, A

lden, 
N

ew
 Y

ork 14004-1187 U
SA

D
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D
N

A
.  T

his controlling governm
ent intends to put every hum

an being in this
country on record by D

N
A

testing.  T
hat includes taking D

N
A

blood sam
ples

from
 new

 born babies.  People saw
 nothing w

rong w
ith random

 drug testing in
prisons but w

hen this sam
e policy w

as enforced in their w
ork places, out there,

people w
ere furious and felt their rights w

ere being infringed on and being
forced to do som

ething they felt w
as w

rong, and didn’t w
ant to do.  In prison,

they say for security reasons inm
ates are under surveillance every place w

e go,
our phone calls are lim

ited, m
onitored, and taped, our m

ail is opened and cen-
sored, visits are m

onitored and lim
ited.  T

hings have gotten w
orse at a slow

rate in these prisons and gotten w
orse on the streets.  W

ithout your perm
ission,

w
hether you like it or not, this governm

ent can tap your phone, read your m
ail,

raid your house, and your place of business, they can retrieve your com
puter

hard drive, snoop into your financial business, put you  under surveillance,
investigate your fam

ily, friends and associates.  T
his governm

ent has gone as
far as to force libraries to notify them

 if people check out certain kinds of
books and reading m

aterial.  T
his policy is called the Patriot A

ct and they
claim

 it’s done for national security.  T
im

es is hard and things ain’t right.  T
his

is nothing to take casually.  A
s long as this kind of conduct is accepted and

allow
ed to go on in the prisons, or on the street, this governm

ent w
ill slow

ly
continue taking your rights.  H

itler didn’t persecute Jew
s across E

urope
overnight, it w

as slow
ly infiltrated through rules and policies.  T

he Spaniards
slow

ly annihilated alm
ost a w

hole race of Indians and through their policies
m

ade them
 prisoners on their ow

n land.  T
he sam

e w
as done to the A

m
erican

Indians.  It’s never done drastically-- it’s alw
ays done gradually, so it doesn’t

cause panic and alarm
.  A

m
erica is rapidly approaching a police state.  T

his
country condem

ns other nations for violating their citizen’s hum
an rights, but

the U
.S. is doing the sam

e thing and just calling it som
ething different.

T
he M

O
V

E
 9 are com

ing up for parole soon (2008).  W
e have been in prison

for 28 years for a crim
e w

e didn’t com
m

it.  T
his governm

ent w
ants to stop us

from
 getting parole, they have started an active cam

paign to keep M
O

V
E

 in
prison by trying to vilify us, label us as violent but our fam

ily on the street
ain’t sitting quietly w

atching this vicious plot unfold w
ithout exposing it for

w
hat it is.  A

nytim
e these politicians, officials com

e w
ith these offensive tac-

tics our fam
ily com

es right back at them
 and exposes them

 in our defense.
T

his is w
hat all fam

ily m
em

bers should be doing for their fam
ily m

em
bers

w
hen this governm

ent tells you that your fam
ily m

em
bers can’t com

e hom
e

and have to do another 12, 18, 24 m
onths in Iraq or A

fghanistan after already
serving their required patriotic duty.  T

he dictating m
entality of these govern-

m
ent officials is the sam

e, only the circum
stances are different.  T

his govern-
m

ent is building a platform
 to invade other countries, very soon this govern-

m
ent w

ill put the draft policy into effect m
aking you, your fam

ily, and loved
ones forced to fight w

ars in Iran, Syria, V
enezuela, and N

orth K
orea.  A

nybody
that accept this system

’s double standard and don’t fight to elim
inate it com

-
prom

ise them
selves and give up their right to com

plain w
hen they becom

e a
crystallized victim

 of this system
’s double standard.  W

e w
ill never stop fight-

ing this system
, w

e refuse to com
prom

ise w
ith politicians and their enslaving

policies.

A
N

 A
C

T
O

F
T

E
R

R
O

R
 

V
eronza B

ow
ers H

eld H
ostage by the F

ederal P
rison System

!

Support V
eronza B

ow
ers, Jr. w

ho rem
ains in prison 18 m

onths past the expiration of
a 30-year sentence he has already com

pleted. 
Scheduled for m

andatory parole on A
pril 7, 2004, V

eronza B
ow

ers, Jr. w
as a m

odel
prisoner w

hom
 prison officials show

ered w
ith praise in the past. M

andatory parole is
a requirem

ent by statute after a prisoner has 
com

pleted his full sentence if there is a record of positive institutional behavior and if
one cannot consider the inm

ate a "threat to society" upon release. Four different
Parole E

xam
iners, as w

ell as the U
.S. Parole C

om
m

ission (U
SPC

) itself, the m
ost

pow
erful parole authority in the nation, agreed that M

r. B
ow

ers has com
plied w

ith
these prerequisites. In spite of this, just m

inutes before his A
pril 7th release, the

U
SPC

 rescinded his parole at the request of a law
 enforcem

ent lobby group know
n as

the Fraternal O
rder of Police (FO

P), w
hich claim

ed to have evidence that B
ow

ers had
violated prison rules. 
A

t a subsequent hearing, the court dism
issed FO

P
claim

s as unsubstantiated and a
new

 parole date w
as set. B

ut, the FO
P

then lobbied U
.S. A

ttorney G
eneral A

lberto
G

onzales to intervene and, as a result, M
r. B

ow
ers has languished in prison over 18

m
onths past his 

scheduled release date.  
M

r. B
ow

ers' conviction occurred during the FB
I's infam

ous C
O

IN
T

E
L

PR
O

http://thetalkingdrum
.com

/cointelpro.htm
l operations, w

hich used covert and illegal
actions to eradicate civil rights, political and peace organizations. O

n O
ctober 6th,

2005 the five m
em

bers of the U
.S. Parole C

om
m

ission m
et at the request of the U

.S.
A

ttorney G
eneral. T

hey upheld the U
.S. A

ttorney G
eneral's request to deny V

eronza
B

ow
ers parole and to keep him

 indefinitely in prison. 
T

his system
 prefers to do its dirt under cover of darkness. L

ike in countless other sit-
uations, it has been the voices and actions of righteous people that freed those incar-
cerated unjustly by shining light on their dirty w

ork. 
T

O
G

E
T

H
E

R
, w

e can help force the U
.S. Parole C

om
m

ission and the federal prison
system

 honor its obligation to let V
eronza B

ow
ers go free. 

For inform
ation offline, please contact:

R
honda Jones (480-460-9232) or 

M
aynard G

arfield (828-462-0249). 
W

hat Y
ou Should D

o N
ow

:
1. E

ven w
ith som

e of the attorneys w
orking pro bono, there are m

any legal and court
costs. In order to continue the struggle for B

ro. B
ow

ers' freedom
, please find it in

your heart and pocketbook to help in any w
ay that you financially can. D

onations
should be sent to: V

eronza B
ow

ers, Jr. L
egal D

efense Fund, PM
B

 201, 2614 N
.

Tam
iam

i T
rail, N

aples, FL
34103-4409 

2. V
eronza's im

m
ediate concern is staying out of the prison m

ess hall. T
here are too

m
any fights and problem

s there. H
e buys food (sardines, crackers, etc.) from

 the
com

m
issary and takes it back to his cell and is hurting for phone and food m

oney.
Please send w

hatever you can (check or m
.o.) to help our B

ro. survive this gulag: 
Federal B

ureau of Prisons, V
eronza B

ow
ers, Jr. #35316-136, P.O

. B
ox 474701, D

es
M

oines, Iow
a 50947-0001 

3. W
rite letters to the U

.S. Parole C
om

m
ission, the A

ttorney G
eneral and the N

ational
A

ppeals B
oard. It is very im

portant to m
ake your voice heard in this m

atter.
E

m
phasize V

eronza's excellent record in prison and unquestionable legal entitlem
ent

to parole. 
U

.S. Parole C
om

m
ission, 5550 Friendship B

oulevard, Suite 420, C
hevy C

hase,
M

D
20815-7286 T

E
L

.: (301) 492-5990 FA
X

: (301) 492-6694 
A

lberto G
onzales, U

.S. A
ttorney G

eneral, U
.S. D

epartm
ent of Justice, 950

Pennsylvania A
ve. N

W
, W

ashington, D
C

 20530-0001 T
E

L
.: (202) 353-1555 E

-
M

A
IL

: A
skD

O
J@

usdoj.gov 
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S
tatem

en
t o

n
 P

aro
le

O
N

A
M

O
V

E
!  In the very near future, the

M
O

V
E

 9 w
ill begin preparing for parole.  T

heir
m

inim
um

 sentence date is A
ugust 8, 2008, but

the paperw
ork begins m

uch earlier than that.
In fact, prison officials are already approaching
them

 about the paperw
ork for their parole hear-

ing.  Prison officials have not usually been a
problem

 w
hen it com

es to parole for M
O

V
E

people, it's these politicians and cops that influ-
ence the parole board against paroling M

O
V

E
people and m

any other political prisoners.  T
here is absolutely no valid reason

for M
O

V
E

 people to be denied parole and these officials know
 it.  T

his is w
hy

they are already beginning their cam
paign against parole for the M

O
V

E
 9,

they're doing it through the new
s m

edia.  T
hey're trying to convince the people

that M
O

V
E

 is vicious, violent, and should not be allow
ed back out on the

streets.  W
e are confident that people know

 better but it's not enough to just
know

 it.  People have to get into action, get on the m
ove and let the parole

board and these sneaky, deceptive officials know
 that you're aw

are of w
hat's

going on here and that you're w
atching.  L

et them
 know

 that you're w
ell aw

are
that the issue is people w

ho should never have been put into prison in the first
place.  T

here are several very clear issues that w
e expect officials to try to use

against the M
O

V
E

 9.  T
he first is the issue of accountability and rem

orse.
Parole boards generally require inm

ates to take responsibility for the crim
es

they're convicted of and express rem
orse.  O

bviously this is not going to hap-
pen w

ith M
O

V
E

 because M
O

V
E

 is innocent and has nothing to be rem
orseful

about.  T
his procedure of the parole board is blatantly in violation of their ow

n
law

s because, first of all, they are not allow
ed to force som

ebody to incrim
i-

nate them
selves, w

hich is w
hat you're doing if you're coerced into saying

you're guilty.  M
O

V
E

 is innocent and is not gonna lie and say w
e're guilty of

som
ething w

e didn't do.  W
hat are these officials gonna lie and say w

e're
guilty of som

ething w
e didn't do?  W

hat are these officials saying?  If you say
you're a m

urderer you w
ill be released but if you m

aintain your innocence you
stay in prison?  W

hat kind of sense does that m
ake?  Secondly, the parole

board has deviously overstepped its authority by denying inm
ates parole under

the guise of "serious nature of offense" even w
hen the inm

ate has a clear con-
duct record in prison and has com

pleted all the program
s that they w

ere
assigned to.  T

he parole board has no right to do that.  T
he judge took into

consideration the "serious nature of the offense" w
hen the judge gave the

R
obert D

ennison, N
Y

S D
ivision of Parole, 97 C

entral A
venue ,

A
lbany, N

ew
 Y

ork 12206, and dem
and that a FU

L
L

B
O

A
R

D
R

E
V

IE
W

be conducted of A
nthony "Jalil" B

ottom
's A

ugust 1, 2006
parole denial. W

e need as m
any letters as possible to be sent protest-

ing the parole denial and G
overnor Pataki's unw

ritten parole policy. 
T

hank you for your support. 
A

nthony Jalil B
ottom

Sign the online petition for
Sekou K

am
bui

N
ew

 A
frikan political prisoner Sekou

K
am

bui had a parole hearing sched-
uled for this past June. T

he hearing
date has passed, but the hearing still
has not taken place. W

e spoke w
ith

Sekou, and he has advised that the
hearing w

ill now
 probably be held in

D
ecem

ber. W
e are asking supporters

To quote JO
H

N
 A

F
R

IC
A

,
T

H
E

 C
O

O
R

D
IN

A
T

O
R

, quote, "W
H

E
N

 Y
O

U
 E

N
D

O
R

SE
 T

H
E

 SY
ST

E
M

T
H

A
T

C
A

U
SE

 Y
O

U
R

 B
R

O
T

H
E

R
 T

O
 C

O
M

PL
A

IN
 Y

O
U

 L
O

SE
 T

H
E

 R
IT

E
T

O
 C

O
M

PL
A

IN
 W

H
E

N
 W

H
A

T
IS D

E
V

A
STA

T
IN

 Y
O

U
R

 B
R

O
T

H
E

R
 B

E
G

IN
C

R
Y

STA
L

L
IZ

IN
 T

O
 Y

O
U

…
" end quote, JO

H
N

 A
F

R
IC

A
L

O
N

G
L

IV
E

 JO
H

N
 A

F
R

IC
A

!
O

na M
O

V
E

!
Janet

to sign the w
eb petition below

. T
hank you for your continued support. 

W
rite to Sekou: 

Sekou K
am

bui (W
illiam

 T
urk) #113058 

B
ox 56, SC

C
 (B

1-21) 
E

lm
ore, A

L
36025-0056

To:  B
oard of Pardons and Paroles, State of A

labam
a 

W
e, the undersigned, call upon the A

labam
a B

oard of Pardons and
Paroles to release Sekou C

inque T.M
. K

am
bui (W

illiam
 J. T

urk), #
113058 from

 prison. A
lthough he is due for a parole hearing in June

2006, he has already spent m
ore than 28 years in prison for crim

es he
did not com

m
it. 

A
fter years of activism

 in the C
ivil R

ights m
ovem

ent, Sekou w
as false-

ly accused of m
urdering tw

o w
hite m

en in A
labam

a in 1975. H
e is rec-

ognized as a political prisoner by several international organizations. 
Sekou is a w

ell-respected com
m

unity leader and has consistently
dem

onstrated an ability to lead a responsible and productive life. H
e is

a paralegal professional and has been an active jailhouse law
yer and

prisoners' rights activist for m
ore than 25 years. 

W
e dem

and an inquiry into this case and the tim
ely release of Sekou

K
am

bui! 
Sincerely, T

he U
ndersigned 

w
w

w
.petitiononline.com

/sekou/
petition.htm

l
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sentence.  W
hen the judge gave the m

inim
um

 sentence, the judge determ
ined

w
hen that inm

ate should be released, barring any problem
s w

ithin the prison dur-
ing the sentence.  T

he parole has no authority to go beyond that and virtually
resentence people, adjust their m

inim
um

 sentence.  T
hese are very clear issues

that people can deal w
ith sim

ply and effectively w
hen dealing w

ith these officials.
D

on't let these official idiots fast-talk you, they cannot justify their position at all.
Y

ou have all the leverage you need because your position is right and true.  T
he

people should be focused on the parole board itself but also D
istrict A

ttorney
Lynn A

braham
 w

ho has been involved in the conspiracy against M
O

V
E

, particu-
larly the M

O
V

E
 9, since 1977, w

hen she w
as a judge signing illegal w

arrants that
ultim

ately lead to the A
ugust 8, 1978 police attack.  T

he other person is G
overnor

E
dw

ard R
endell, w

ho w
as the D

istrict A
ttorney in 1977 and 1978 and fully and

know
ingly participated in the conspiracy to send innocent M

O
V

E
 people to

prison.  T
hese tw

o officials are still in positions w
here they can be and m

ust be
held accountable for their role in this atrocity, especially since they are in official
positions w

here they can actually do som
ething about it.  From

 now
 until 2008,

w
e expect the official cam

paign against parole for the M
O

V
E

 9 to escalate, so be
prepared.  A

rrange w
hatever inform

ational forum
s you can to allow

 us to keep
people inform

ed of the situation, even radio program
s w

here w
e can arrange for

the M
O

V
E

 9 them
selves to call in.  B

elow
 you w

ill find the inform
ation for the

Pennsylvania Parole B
oard, Lynn A

braham
, and E

d R
endell.  C

ontact them
 and

let them
 know

 that you're w
atching this situation and that the M

O
V

E
 9 m

ust be
paroled, nothing else is acceptable.

PA
B

oard of Probation and Parole/
C

entral O
ffice

R
iverfront O

ffice C
enter

1101 South Front Street
H

arrisburg, PA
17104

717 787 5699

Philadelphia D
istrict Parole O

ffice
State O

ffice B
uilding, 14th Floor

1400 Spring G
arden Street 

Philadelphia, PA
19130

215 560 2452

B
oard M

em
bers: 

C
atharine C

. M
cV

ey/
C

hairperson; M
ichael L

. 
G

reen; Jeffrey R
. 

Im
boden; M

atthew
 T. 

M
angino; B

enjam
in A

. 
M

artinez; G
erard N

. 
M

assaro; M
ichael M

. 
W

ebster; L
loyd A

. 
W

hite

D
istrict A

ttorney Lynn A
braham

T
hree South Penn Square

Philadelphia, PA
19107-3499

215 686 8700
Fax 215 563 0047
D

a_w
ebm

ail@
phila.gov

G
overnor E

dw
ard R

endell
225 M

ain C
apital B

uilding
H

arrisburg, PA
17120

717 787 2500
Fax 717 772 8284

G
overnor_sites.state.pa.us/PA

_E
xec/G

overnor/govm
ail.htm

l

C
ops beating M

O
V

E
.

R
epublicans appointed to their positions by R

epublican G
overnor

G
eorge Pataki. G

overnor Pataki has in place an unw
ritten policy that

all those convicted of violent crim
es be denied parole. A

fter K
athy

B
oudin w

as paroled at her third appearance, G
overnor Pataki publicly

stated he w
ould not have paroled her. H

e then sum
m

arily dem
oted the

C
hairm

an of the D
iv. of Parole, and replaced him

 w
ith one of his

R
epublican appointees, M

r. R
obert D

ennison. 
In the July 20, 2006 N

ew
 Y

ork L
aw

 Journal, it w
as reported that prior

to R
obert D

ennison's appointm
ent as C

hairm
an, he functioned as a

parole com
m

issioner. C
hairm

an R
obert D

ennison is presently being
sued for acting outside of his authority w

hile he w
as a com

m
issioner.

T
he law

suit alleges that R
obert D

ennison, disapproving of tw
o other

com
m

issioners granting parole to a prisoner on a panel he w
as serving,

soon after m
et the fam

ily m
em

ber of the victim
. H

e suggested to the
victim

's fam
ily m

em
ber that the prisoner "should die in prison," per-

suading that fam
ily m

em
ber to m

ake a statem
ent opposing the prison-

er's release on parole. T
hen C

om
m

issioner D
ennison conducted a new

parole hearing after ensuring the first w
as rescinded, and denied the

prisoner's release on parole. T
he prisoner is now

 suing R
obert

D
ennison, but for this act G

overnor Pataki aw
arded D

ennison the
C

hairm
an position of the D

ivision of Parole. 
In 2004, M

r. W
averly Jones, Jr., the son of one of the police officers

killed in m
y case, m

et w
ith then C

hairm
an D

ennison, providing a vic-
tim

 im
pact statem

ent. M
r. Jones inform

ed C
hairm

an D
ennison that he

felt that I and m
y co-defendant had done enough tim

e in prison, that he
and his fam

ily had forgiven us for the crim
e, if in fact w

e w
ere guilty

of it, and questioned the policy of continuously hitting us at the parole
board every 2 years. Subsequently, that victim

 im
pact statem

ent w
as

not provided to the parole com
m

issioners conducting m
y 2004 parole

hearing. I w
as sum

m
arily denied parole in 2004, for the very sam

e rea-
sons I w

as denied in 2002. 
A

t the 2006 parole hearing, none of the three parole com
m

issioners
m

entioned the victim
 im

pact statem
ent or the m

any other accom
plish-

m
ents provided them

 as part of m
y institutional record. In fact, the

com
m

issioners w
ere not aw

are that I had obtained both a B
S in

Psychology and a B
A

in Sociology from
 SU

N
Y

N
ew

 Paltz in 1994, or
that I received tw

o com
m

endations for preventing prison gang riots, or
accom

plished other vocational training. H
ow

ever, w
hen I raised m

y
concerns about the July 20, 2006 N

ew
 Y

ork L
aw

 Journal report of the
suit against C

hairm
an D

ennison and his failure to provide the favor-
able 2004 victim

 im
pact statem

ent advocating m
y release on parole to

the parole com
m

issioners, the only com
m

ent w
as by C

om
m

issioner A
.

C
roce, w

ho asked how
 I got a copy of the transcript of the victim

im
pact statem

ent. 
T

hese parole denials are in direct violation of the legislative m
andate

in E
xecutive L

aw
 §259i, that establishes the standard that parole com

-
m

issioners are to consider for parole releases. It is obvious that the
N

Y
S parole system

 has becom
e a political tool of nepotism

 by the
G

overnor, w
here 16 com

m
issioners are R

epublicans. 
I am

 preparing m
y appeal of the parole denial. In this regards, I am

asking for your support. Please w
rite a protest letter to C

hairm
an 
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S
tatem

en
t fro

m
 N

ew
 Yo

rk C
ity F

rien
d

s o
f M

O
V

E

A
s I sit here today w

atching the leaves on the trees change colors and even
w

atch som
e of them

 fall as w
e are now

 entering another fall season. Sitting in
the park w

hile the cold air hits m
e leaves m

e w
ith a feeling of such com

fort and
oneness w

ith m
am

a nature. A
t the sam

e tim
e though a bitter feeling is left in m

e
not because of the w

arm
th of m

am
a but know

ing that another fall season has
arrived and there are still innocent freedom

 fighters in prison. It has now
 been 28

years that the m
ove 9 have been incarcerated in Pennsylvania state prisons. A

ll
survivors of the 8/8/78 shoot in w

here police tried to kill M
O

V
E

 m
en, w

om
en,

and children. their only crim
e w

as surviving . T
hey w

ere tried, convicted, and
sentenced for nothing m

ore than being M
O

V
E

 m
em

bers.

A
s 2008 is fastly approaching T

he Fraternal O
rder O

f Police w
ho have long

cam
paigned for the execution of M

um
ia A

bu Jam
al have now

 lobbied a cam
-

paign along w
ith journalists M

onica Y
ant K

inney and Stu B
ykofski to dehum

an-
ize the M

ove O
rganization in the eyes of the people to m

ake m
ove appear as

violent people in hopes of the M
ove 9 not receiving parole in 2008. T

he police
going as far as to have Philadelphia police com

m
issioner Sylvester B

ell honor-
ing cops that w

ere involved in 8/8/78 confrontation w
ith aw

ards for heroism
 and

bravery. T
he sam

e cops w
ho fired thousands of rounds at scream

ing w
om

en and
children. C

ops w
ho snatched babies out of there m

others arm
s, cops w

ho dam
n

near beat D
elbert A

frica to death w
ere honored for heroism

 and bravery. 

H
ow

 m
any tim

es have w
e seen this tactic used by the police and m

edia to crim
i-

nalize political prisoners in the eyes of the public through the m
edia. w

e have
seen this cam

paigned lobbied in the state of new
 jersey w

ith Sundiata A
coli. In

new
 Y

ork w
ith K

athy B
oudin all in hopes of keeping people w

ho dared to stand
up against this system

 in prison. T
he state parole board of Pennsylvania has now

required that any inm
ate w

ho goes before the parole board m
ust sign a confes-

sion confessing to the crim
e they w

ere convicted of. M
ove people are innocent.

Prison officials know
s, T

he state parole board know
s this, T

he district attorney
of Philadelphia and T

he governor of Pennsylvania know
s this. W

e cannot allow
the parole board in Pennsylvania or any state (as this stipulation is now

 spread-
ing to other states) to stop us in our fight to bring our loved ones hom

e. T
his let-

ter is being w
ritten as an appeal for justice and for people to take a stand and

help in the fight to free the M
ove 9. H

ow
 m

any people w
ho are reading this have

ever m
et m

ove people and have experienced the w
arm

th, love, sensitivity, and
the revolutionary fire that M

O
V

E
 people dem

onstrate. 

People can call or w
rite G

overnor E
d R

endell 
225 m

ain capitol bldg H
arrisburg penna 17120 (717)787-2500 

D
istrict attorney Lynn A

braham
 three south Penn square Philadelphia pa 19107

(215)686-8000

A
lso people can call C

hairm
an K

atherine M
cV

eigh of the Pennsylvania State
Parole B

oard and dem
and that this stipulation be dropped im

m
ediately. 

In support of the M
O

V
E

 9 T
ibby B

rooks, A
nne L

am
b, and O

rie R
oss of T

he
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity Friends of M

ove

to
25 years to life for the killing of tw

o N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity police. 
T

his w
as their second trial, the first ending in a hung jury w

ith the
m

ajority of jurors voting to acquit. T
he parole board panel m

ade note of
H

erm
an's im

pressive prison record and parole packet, w
hich included

over 120 letters of support as w
ell as letters from

 one of the slain offi-
cer's fam

ily m
em

bers urging H
erm

an's release. 
H

ow
ever, the N

Y
State parole com

m
ission denied his release due to "the

nature of his offense." 
A

s the reason for his conviction w
ill never change, H

erm
an, like m

any
other political prisoners, is essentially being re-sentenced at every so-
called parole hearing. H

erm
an B

ell m
aintains his innocence and points to

a tainted legal process that reveals the over-zealous and illegal actions of
the C

ointelpro program
 w

hich targeted the B
lack M

ovem
ent 30 years

ago and continues today. 
It is not coincidence that testim

ony obtained through torture w
as central

to his conviction and has recently re-em
erged as the basis for jailing 5

other B
lack activists in San Francisco for resisting a grand jury w

itch
hunt.
C

ointelpro and torture continue to be at the center of the state's arsenal
against activists—

the torture m
ethods used against H

erm
an B

ell and
other m

em
bers of the B

lack Panther Party in 1973 are sim
ilar to those

used today in G
uantánam

o and A
bu G

hraib. 
"T

he authorities w
ould love to see you abandon us, because it w

ould dis-
credit our m

ovem
ent and underm

ine the legitim
acy and m

oral character
of our struggle. T

hey w
ould love to dism

iss us as m
isguided lunatic

fringe idealists w
ho deserve everything that happens to them

.
A

s I've already said: Y
es, I know

 the authorities w
ere looking for m

e
(and I say this not out of arrogant pretensions or braggadocio) but I did
not run. Som

eone said: ‘It is better to die on your feet than to live on
your knees.’I felt that w

ay then, I feel this w
ay now

. A
nd as you all

know
 w

e've consistently m
aintained that w

e had no involvem
ent in the

act w
e've been convicted of."

—
H

erm
an B

ell 
For m

ore inform
ation: 

w
w

w
.prisonactivist.org/pps+

pow
s/ny3_update.

htm
l O

ne of H
erm

an B
ells's codefendants, 

Jalil M
untaqim

, w
ill go before the N

Y
State 

parole com
m

ission this July and the other, 
N

uh W
ashington, died due to m

edical neglect 
in the hands of the N

Y
prison system

 in 2000. 

Support Jericho C
o-Founder Jalil M

untaqim
's A

ppeal of
Parole D

enial! 

A
ugust 2, 2006 

D
ear Friends and Supporters: 

O
n A

ugust 1, 2006 , for the third tim
e I had a parole board hearing at

A
uburn C

orrectional Facility. T
he parole hearing w

as conducted by
C

om
m

issioners K
. L

udlow
, L

. L
azzari and A

. C
roce, all of w

hom
 are 
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P
arole and P

olitical P
risoners

B
y Janine A

frica w
ith O

rie R
oss

O
n the M

ove

A
ugust 2008 the M

O
V

E
 9 w

ill be eligible for parole, but w
e don’t w

ant
people to relax and assum

e w
e’re com

ing hom
e.  I say this because the

parole board is notorious for denying inm
ates parole for not adm

itting
guilt or show

ing rem
orse for the crim

e they w
ere convicted of.  A

n
inm

ate can have an exem
plary prison record, have good recom

m
enda-

tions from
 the prison adm

inistration and the parole board still denies
them

 parole for these reasons.

It’s unfair because there are people, like the M
O

V
E

 9, w
ho are truly

innocent.  W
hy should a person be forced to show

 rem
orse for, adm

it
guilt for som

ething they didn’t do in order to m
ake parole?!  T

he threat
of staying in prison is intim

idating people into confessing to crim
es they

didn’t com
m

it.  B
ecause of this intim

idation people are crying, apolo-
gizing, saying w

hatever
they think the parole board w

ant to hear so they
can go hom

e.  T
he parole board know

 this w
hich show

s they aren’t
interested in people’s sincerity, the truth.  T

he parole board is doing this
to m

ake their records look good, to m
ake the court system

 look fair,
just, and m

ake society think judges don’t send innocent people to
prison, m

ake it look like everybody w
ho say they’re innocent are liars,

they’re just trying to get out of going to prison.

W
hen a person is denied parole som

etim
es the parole board stipulates

that the person can’t be review
ed for parole again for another 1, 2, 3

years.  A
nd every tim

e that person com
es before the parole board they

are denied for another 1, 2, 3 years.  T
he parole board has m

ade people,
som

e of them
 innocent, do their m

axim
um

 prison sentences just because
they w

ouldn’t adm
it guilt or show

 rem
orse.  W

e’ve seen w
om

en do 10,
15, 20 years in prison because of this.  People in prison have already
been tried, convicted, and sentenced, w

e shouldn’t have to go through
that again w

ith the parole board.  W
e shouldn’t be punished for telling

the truth about being innocent.

T
his is w

hy w
e don’t w

ant people to relax and think w
e’re com

ing
hom

e in 2008.  B
ecause the parole board is denying people parole

w
hose convictions aren’t politically m

otivated.  W
e know

 w
hat they do

to people w
ho dare to confront this corrupt governm

ent.  E
ven though

these officials forefathers w
ere considered revolutionaries w

ho w
ent

against their governm
ent.  T

his country hates
revolutionaries and do all

they can to try and stop us.  L
ike in the case of:

Sundiata A
coli-- a form

er B
lack Panther w

ho has been in prison 33
years.  H

e w
ent before the parole board tw

ice, once in 1993 and 2003. 

O
ne of the requirem

ents for parole is com
m

unity
support upon release.  Forty letters from

 teach-
ers, professors, hum

an rights advocates, social
w

orkers, friends, fam
ily, and even the Public

D
efender, Jeff A

dachi, offering H
ugo San

Francisco's new
 reentry program

 upon parole,
w

ere discounted and scorned by the
C

om
m

issioners.

A
nother point the B

oard used against H
ugo w

as
his unw

illingness to "program
."  Insistence on

program
m

ing in reality is about dom
ination and

subm
ission, since the extrem

ely lim
ited "pro-

gram
s" they provide do not produce truly m

ar-
ketable skills.  SH

U
 prisoners don't even have

access to the program
s available to m

ainline
prisoners. T

hey can only take certain correspon-
dence courses or read self-help books to dem

on-
strate their com

pliance.

H
ugo's lack of subm

ission to the system
's pro-

gram
m

ing has to do w
ith his ow

n program
 of

survival under conditions designed to produce
insanity.  T

he superm
ax SH

U
 is itself a hum

an
rights violation.  T

he U
nited N

ations and
A

m
nesty International assert that the conditions

of the SH
U

 are inhum
ane and in violation of the

international conventions on the treatm
ent of

prisoners.  Psychiatrists in the field of prison
m

ental health have docum
ented through dozens

of studies since the 1970s that SH
U

 conditions -
- 23-24 hours a day in sm

all cells w
ith no natu-

ral light, no w
indow

s, no view
 outside their

cells, no contact visits, prolonged isolation -- are
alw

ays harm
ful.  O

ne such expert, D
r. Terry

K
upers, author of "Prison M

adness: T
he M

ental
H

ealth C
risis B

ehind B
ars and W

hat W
e M

ust
D

o A
bout It," evaluated H

ugo's m
ental health in

2004, and concluded that he is nothing short of
am

azing.  H
ugo has been able to m

aintain his
sanity through a strict regim

en of vegetarian
diet, exercise, prolific w

riting to relatives and
friends, and other form

s of self care.  T
his is a

full tim
e effort to be sure, and the result is that

H
ugo rem

ains com
passionate, m

entally and
physically healthy and alive against all odds.
It's even m

ore rem
arkable considering that in

2005, a record 44 prisoners killed them
selves in

C
alifornia prisons; 70%

 of the suicides w
ere in

segregated units.  In a national study of 401 sui-
cides in one year, 1986, tw

o out of every three

people w
ho killed them

selves w
ere in control

units. (H
ayes and R

ow
an 1988).

In sum
m

ary, this Parole B
oard H

earing w
as any-

thing but fair and im
partial.  W

e sit in a room
 in

the SH
U

 w
ith the C

om
m

issioners facing H
ugo

and I (his attorney), three guards behind us and
H

ugo chained hands to w
aist, feet to w

aist.
O

penly hostile, the com
m

issioners recounted the
history of 115s, alleged attacks on guards over
35 years ago, w

ith SH
U

 guards looking at us,
looking at them

. It's unfair because the com
m

it-
m

ent offenses cannot change; only the prisoner
can change.

D
espite their unfairness, despite their violation

of his rights, despite their refusal to display
hum

aneness or com
m

on sense, and despite their
utter rudeness and obvious contem

pt for H
ugo, I

m
ust say m

y client rem
ained strong and upbeat.

I felt proud of him
.

W
e w

ere all but sure that they w
ouldn't grant

him
 parole before going into the hearing, but w

e
knew

 that w
e had to m

ake a good record so that
w

e could m
ove into the second stage of the

strategy to get H
ugo Pinell out of SH

U
, out of

prison.

W
e intend to file a Petition for W

rit of H
abeas

C
orpus w

ith an outside court to appeal the
B

oard's denial.  W
e are announcing our search

and need for a law
 firm

 w
ith the resources to

represent H
ugo.  If you know

 any law
 offices or

friends in firm
s please ask them

 if they w
ould be

w
illing to take the 

case and to call or 
w

rite m
e, his 

attorney, G
ordon

K
aupp, 115 1/2 

B
artlett Street, San 

Francisco, C
a. 

94110,

(415) 285 8091.

For m
ore

inform
ation go to 

w
w

w
.hugopinell.org.

H
erm

an B
ell’s P

arole R
equest

D
E

N
I

E
D

!
O

n Feb. 15th, U
.S. political prisoner and form

er B
lack Panther H

erm
an B

ell w
as

denied parole for the second tim
e. H

erm
an, Jalil M

untaqim
/ A

nthony B
ottom

 and
N

uh W
ashington—

know
n as the N

ew
 Y

ork T
hree—

w
ere sentenced in M

ay 1975
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B
oth tim

es he w
as denied parole.  T

he second tim
e he w

as denied parole the
parole board said he w

ouldn’t be eligible to see the parole board for another
10 years.  T

he N
ew

 Jersey state troopers lobbied a cam
paign to stop his

parole.

H
erm

an B
ell-- a form

er B
lack Panther m

em
ber w

ho has been in prison since
1973.  H

e w
ent before the parole board in 2004 and 2006 and w

as denied
parole.  T

he Philadelphia Fraternal O
rder of Police cam

paigned to stop his
parole.

V
eronza B

ow
ers

-- another B
lack Panther m

em
ber w

ho has been in prison
since 1973 w

as granted parole in 2003.  T
he day he w

as to be released on
parole, prison authorities said he w

asn’tbeing released because he w
as con-

sidered a threat to hom
eland security.  A

fter tw
o successful appeals of this

decision, V
eronza still has not been released.  T

his governm
ent, the U

.S.
A

ttorney G
eneral refuse to let him

 go, citing concern of hom
eland security

based on several letters from
 the FO

P.

W
e’re letting people know

 this because the parole board could try this sam
e

thing w
ith the M

O
V

E
 9.  T

he Philadelphia FO
P, this governm

ent don’t w
ant

M
O

V
E

 out of prison.  T
hey have already started their cam

paign against us by
honoring 9 of the cops w

ho w
ere involved in the A

ugust 8, 1978 attack on
M

O
V

E
.  It’s nothing but a publicity stunt by Philadelphia officials to m

ake
people see the cops as heroic victim

s and the M
O

V
E

 9 as violent killers.
Philadelphia officials deliberately chose only 9 of the 600 cops to honor, 28
years later, because people around the w

orld call us the M
O

V
E

 9.  T
hey are

trying to m
ake som

e kind of sick com
parison, 9 cops -- M

O
V

E
 9.  A

nd they
w

aited 28 years
to do this because w

e’re com
ing up for parole in tw

o years.
T

hat’s the only
reason those cops got honored, officials are once again trying

to hurt M
O

V
E

.  Philadelphia officials don’t care about those cops, they’re just
m

isusing them
 for politicalreasons.

Y
ou can see from

 this that Philadelphia police and officials w
ill do anything

to keep us in prison.  People can counteract this devious tactic against M
O

V
E

by contacting the parole board and letting them
 know

 you w
antthe M

O
V

E
 9

back in the com
m

unity.  T
he public is supposed

to have just as m
uch influ-

ence on the parole board’s decision as the police and district attorney.  W
e

know
 from

 all the letters w
e get that there are a lot of people w

ho w
ant us

released but don’t know
 w

hat to do.  T
his is som

ething y’all can do that w
ill

be a big help to our fam
ily w

ho are w
orking hard for our freedom

.  L
et the

parole board know
 you w

ant the M
O

V
E

 9 hom
e so they don’t think the public

w
ill accept them

 keeping us in these prisons.

T
he Pow

er of T
ruth is Final!

O
n the M

O
V

E
! Janine A

frica w
ith collaboration from

 O
rie R

oss

H
U

G
O

P
IN

E
L

L
D

E
N

IE
D

 PA
R

O
L

E
 

B
y G

ordon K
aupp, E

sq. w
ith K

iilu N
yasha

T
he C

alifornia D
epartm

ent of C
orrections and

R
ehabilitation's B

oard of Parole H
earing, for

the 8th tim
e, denied H

ugo L
,A

. Pinell parole at
a hearing held T

uesday, N
ovem

ber 14, at
superm

ax Pelican B
ay State Prison, C

rescent
C

ity.

A
pparently, 42 years in C

alifornia prisons, the
last 36 in solitary confinem

ent, including 16 in
the w

indow
less, hi-tech SH

U
 (Security

H
ousing U

nit) w
ith sensory deprivation in the

extrem
e, w

as not enough retribution against
H

ugo Pinell, nicknam
ed Y

ogi B
ear.  T

hey gave
him

 tw
o m

ore.

Since H
ugo has had a clean record, no 115s,

(rule infractions) for 24 years and his last
crim

e w
as com

m
itted 35 years ago, it w

as a
alm

ost purely a political decision.

H
ugo w

as part of the B
lack M

ovem
ent form

ed
in resistance to the deplorable conditions and
unspeakable brutality that w

as exacted on pris-
oners, especially B

lacks, in the 1960s and 70s.
B

orn in N
icaragua, H

ugo also resisted the
M

exican/L
atino segregation of B

lacks.  i.e., he
broke ranks, identifying as B

lack instead of
"L

atino."  T
hat m

ade him
 even m

ore of a tar-
get and a bilingual threat.

It is indisputable that it w
as the prisoners'

M
ovem

ent led by G
eorge Jackson and W

. L
.

N
olen, w

hich brought attention to the appalling
conditions and eventually C

ongressional over-
sight and overhaul of the C

alifornia prison sys-
tem

. (See T
he M

elancholy H
istory of Soledad

Prison, by M
in S. Y

ee.)

T
he m

andated changes that grew
 out of that

struggle serve as an open and undeniable
acknow

ledgm
ent of just how

 bad it w
as and

how
 necessary the resistance.  A

lthough it's
difficult to im

agine w
orse conditions than

those in today's 5000 prisons and jails across
the country, m

ost  grossly overcrow
ded -- yes-

terday's filthy dungeons, literal "holes," viru-
lent hatred from

 racist guards and prisoners
alike, officially sanctioned brutality, torture,
and m

urder com
prised m

ore horrific conditions
40 years ago.

T
he stance H

ugo Pinell took resulted in pro-
longed torture and isolation, plus a long record
of 115s. E

.g., H
ugo often intervened physically

w
hen another prisoner w

as being beaten, get-
ting beat up him

self and throw
n in the hole.

A
lm

ost any B
lack person w

ho has suffered
guard or police assault know

s that w
hen the

brutality stops, it's the victim
 w

ho gets the
charges or w

rite-ups for assault, not the official

aggressor.

A
t one point in the turbulent 60s, the

M
ovem

ent organized a hunger strike w
hich

lasted eight days.  H
ugo's file reflects eight

115s, one for each day and that w
as used

against him
 at the hearing!

D
uring the hearing, the C

om
m

issioners virtual-
ly ignored his 24 years of clean tim

e, and tal-
lied his 115s, counting w

ell over 100.
A

lthough H
ugo has not gotten a violation since

1982, the B
oard found a w

ay to hold that
against him

 too.  C
om

m
issioner Shelton said

som
ething like, "w

hen I see a m
an as violent

as you and I see that you have not had a 115
for 24 years it m

akes m
e w

onder, and it
rem

inds m
e of a story I once heard.  A

t a
parole board hearing of an inm

ate w
ho had

received m
any 115s early on but hadn't

received any in a long tim
e, a com

m
issioner

asked him
 how

 he w
as able to stay out of trou-

ble.  T
he inm

ate told the B
oard, 'It's because

I'm
 the shot caller on the yard and I can get

anyone to take the fall for m
e.'"  T

hat story is
incredible for several reasons: that a prisoner
w

ould even say such a thing; the fact that
H

ugo is never on the yard; and SH
U

 prisoners
are com

pletely isolated, no phone calls, cen-
sored m

ail, restricted, m
onitored, no-contact

visits.

W
hat's m

ore, the B
oard violated H

ugo's right
not to discuss or adm

it to the crim
es for w

hich
he w

as convicted.  A
n in-depth look at H

ugo's
convictions reveals serious questions of relia-
bility of evidence and basic fairness in the tri-
als.  E

xcept for the original case that landed
him

 in prison, all of H
ugo's subsequent convic-

tions w
ere for acts against prison guards,

reflecting the historic struggle referred to
above. N

evertheless, one C
om

m
issioner did

hold his denial against him
 and berated him

 for
it, saying, "and you continue to show

 no
rem

orse and you even deny doing those
things."  W

hat good is the right not to adm
it to

som
ething, if your lack of rem

orse (for som
e-

thing you didn't do) can be used against you?

I'm
 rem

inded of the case of G
eronim

o ji Jaga
(Pratt) w

ho spent 27 years in C
alifornia prisons

convicted of a m
urder for w

hich he w
as ulti-

m
ately exonerated.  H

e faced the sam
e reason

for being repeatedly denied parole -- his
refusal to show

 rem
orse for a crim

e he didn't
com

m
it.  Sim

ilarly, H
ugo's denial of guilt and

lack of rem
orse w

as used against him
, a clear

violation of his rights under C
al. Penal C

ode
Sec. 5011.
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